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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ATLANTA DIVISION
IN RE: ETHICON PHYSIOMESH MDL DOCKET NO. 2782
FLEXIBLE COMPOSITE : ALL CASES
HERNIA MESH PRODUCTS
LIABILITY LITIGATION
CIVIL ACTION NO.

1:17-MD-02782-RWS

PROBESFTD ORDER APPOINTING PLAINTIFFS’ LEAD
AND LIAISON COUNSEL AND PLAINTIFFS’ STEERING COMMITTEE

Upon consideration of Plaintiffs’ Proposed Counsel Organizational Structure
(Doc. 192), and applications from counsel interested in a leadership position in this
MDL, the Court appoints the following attorneys to serve as Co-Lead and Co-
Liaison Counsel for Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee in MDL No. 2782:
CO-LEAD COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS:

Henry G. Garrard, III

hgg@bbgbalaw.com

Blasingame, Burch, Garrard & Ashley, P.C.
440 College Avenue, Suite 320

Athens, GA 30601

(706) 354-4000
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Donald A. Migliori
Dmigliori@motleyrice.com
Motley Rice LLC

28 Bridgeside Blvd.

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 216-9118

LIAISON COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS:
Henry G. Garrard, III

PLAINTIFFS’ STEERING COMMITTEE:
Henry G. Garrard, I1I

Donald A. Migliori

Karen Beyea-Schroeder
Karen.schroeder@rburnettlaw.com

Burnett Law Firm

3737 Buffalo Speedway, 18th Floor

Houston, TX 77089
(832) 413-4410

Richard A. Freese
rich@freeseandgoss.com
Freese & Goss, PLLC
1901 6™ Avenue North
Suite 3120

Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 871-4144

Shelly A. Sanford
ssanford@wattsguerra.com
Watts Guerra LLP

811 Barton Springs Rd., Ste. 725
Austin, TX 78704

(512) 479-0500
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(512) 479-0502 (Fax)

Richard W. Schulte
rschulte@yourlegalhelp.com
Wright & Schulte, LLC

865 S. Dixie Drive
Vandalia, OH 45377

(937) 435-7500

C. Andrew Childers
achilders@cssfirm.com

Childers, Schlueter & Smith, LLC
1932 N. Druid Hills Rd., Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30319

(404) 419-9500

Douglass A. Kreis

dkreis@awkolaw.com

Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & Overholtz, PLLC
17 East Main Street, Suite 200

Pensacola, FL 32502

(850) 202-1010

Aimee H. Wagstaff
aimee.wagstaff@andruswagstaff.com
Andrus Wagstaff, PC

7171 W. Alaska Drive

Lakewood, CO 80226

(303) 376-6360

Peter Samberg
psamberg@weitzlux.com
Weitz & Luxenberg, LLC
700 Broadway

New York, NY 10003-9536
(212) 558-5500
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Jayne Conroy
JConroy@simmonsfirm.com
Simmons Hanly Conroy

112 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 784-6402

Jon C. Conlin
jconlin@CoryWatson.com
Cory Watson, P.C.

2131 Magnolia Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35205

(205) 328-2200

The duties and responsibilities of Lead and Liaison Counsel and the Plaintiffs’
Steering Committee shall be as follows:

Plaintiffs’ I.ead Counsel

Lead Counsel shall be charged with formulating and presenting Plaintiffs’
positions on all substantive and procedural issues arising during these pretrial
proceedings. Generally, Lead Counsel shall submit and argue motions. At least one
and preferably both Lead Counsel shall attend status conferences and such other
hearings or conferences as may occur. Lead Counsel shall work with opposing
counsel in developing and implementing a litigation plan to ensure pretrial
proceedings are conducted effectively, efficiently, and economically. Lead Counsel

may delegate specific tasks to other counsel to further these prescribed goals. Lead
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Counsel shall receive an emailed courtesy copy of any document filed in any case in
this MDL.

Plaintiffs’ Lead Counsel, in coordination with the Plaintiffs’ Steering
Committee, may in their discretion designate committees to handle specified
matters, and such committee membership may include attorneys and/or law firms
outside of the leadership structure herein.

Plaintiff’s Lead Counsel, in coordination with the Plaintiffs’ Steering
Committee, shall set assessments to be paid by the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee
members, including an initial assessment to fund the initial necessary common
benefit work, such as document and electronically-stored information management,
expert witness fees, and accounting charges.

Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel

Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel shall be charged with facilitating the
administrative requirements of these pretrial proceedings. To the extent service is
not otherwise achieved through CM/ECF, Liaison Counsel shall act as the primary
recipients of the Court’s orders on behalf of Plaintiffs, distributors of Plaintiffs’
pleadings, notices, and motions to Defendants’ lead and liaison counsel, and shall
coordinate service and filings. Liaison Counsel shall be reasonably available to

communicate with the Court on administrative or procedural matters when
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necessary. Liaison Counsel shall attend status conferences and such other hearings
or conferences as they may occur.

Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee

The Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee (“PSC”) will be responsible for assisting
with preparation of and responses to motions and briefs, participating in and
conducting common discovery and depositions, identification of expert witnesses,
and various other necessary tasks required in this litigation as determined by
Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel as this litigation progresses in order to develop and
prepare these cases effectively and efficiently for the benefit of all MDL plaintiffs.

Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel and the PSC shall have regular communications
and meetings regarding matters pertinent to the handling of this MDL, and the PSC
will work in conjunction with Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel in the formation and
assignment of committee work to advance the MDL cases in the most efficient and
effective manner possible.

Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel, Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel, and the PSC shall
be entitled to seek reimbursement of fees and costs expended for the common benefit
of Plaintiffs at the time and in a manner approved by the Court by separate Order.

SO ORDERED, this__/4 /% day of August, 2017.
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7//%%,:

RICHARD'W. STORY
United States District Judge




