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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A
__________________________________________ X
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A, et al.
Plaintiffs,
- agai nst -
META PLATFORMS, INC., Instagram LLC
Meta Paynments, Inc., Meta Platforns
Technol ogies, LLC, et al.,
Def endant s.
___________________________________________ X

VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON of ADAM ALTER, Ph.D.,
t aken by the Defendant, pursuant to Notice, held at 450
Lexi ngton Avenue, 10th Floor New York, NY 10163, on
Decenber 12, 2025, at 8:41 a.m, before a Notary Public
of the State of New York.
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i nfl uence analysis framework, and ny expertise and ny
experi ence exam ning such nessages and how consuners
general |y understand those nessages to draw concl usi ons
about how the constellation of nessages will have been
interpreted by consumers, and the nmessages shared.

And |'mvery clear with each nmessage about how
that woul d have happened.
Q So is that a no, you did not undertake an
anal ysis of the comments or reactions, as a check on
your hypotheses as to how consuners woul d have
interpreted M. Zuckerberg's statenent?

MR. SLOTHOUBER: (Objection. Form

Conpound.
Q It's a very sinple question. |s that a piece
of work that you did, an analysis of the comments and
reactions?

MR. SLOTHOUBER: (Objection. Conpound.

Form
A That specific analysis with this specific post
was not an analysis | undertook. There were other
anal yses that | believe gave me a sort of proxy for
consuner response to statenents, including, for exanple,
ny experience speaking to consumers across tinme, and
noticing a rise in skepticism which |'ve al ready

descri bed to you.
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That evidence was certainly relevant to ny
under st andi ng of how consumer sentinent has shifted. So
inthis case, | did not ook at this specific post and
how consuners responded.

Q. Was t here any conpany statenment in this case,
for which you systematically revi ewed cont enpor aneous
consumer reactions, such as in coments and online
reactions, as a check on your hypotheses on consuner
interpretations?

MR. SLOTHOUBER: Objection. Form

Conpound.

A That was not an analysis | sought to undertake
and i nstead applied the social influence anal ysis
framewor k and ny expertise, and many data points | had
col l ected over time to answer that question.
Q At -- the last sentence of paragraph 388, says:
"Thousands of these views, reactions
and/ or coments to M. Zuckerberg's posts
conpri sed Massachusetts users.”
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q You didn't undertake that state-specific
analysis with respect to any state other than
Massachusetts; is that right?

A. That's correct, in this particular instance.

Golkow Technologies,
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But there are other places where | focus on what are

called prioritized markets, and at paragraph 391, for

exanmple, | break out some of the states. But in this
particul ar paragraph, | focused only on Massachusetts.
Q And in paragraph 391, you nention five states,

right, out of the 31 or 32 that are at issue in these
proceedi ngs?
A. Yes, that's correct.
Q. But you didn't systematically assess exposure
to even the nessage gists with respect to specific
states in these proceedi ngs?
MR. SLOTHOUBER: (bjection. Form

Conpound.
A My assignnent, and also nmy intention was not to
exam ne exposure at the state level, but rather to | ook
at exposure broadly.

And since many of the nedia outlets that |
descri bed here, and the word of nputh processes are
uni versal and apply across the entire country, and are
vi ewed by people across the entire conpany, | did not
perform a breakout analysis to capture exactly what
proportion of viewers was in each state.
Q Well, if we |ook at paragraph 387, for
I nstance, one of the new sources you reference there as

transmtting the nessage or nmessage gist, the last item
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statenent and as we discussed earlier, the inplication
here is that there is -- first, she says they're not on
I nstagram and then by follow ng up, she's inplying that
they're not on Instagram because they're i medi ately
renmoved as soon as they're detected.

As | discuss elsewhere in the report and as you
see in testinmony from various personnel at the conpany,
this process of renmoving people fromthe platform when
they're detected is slow, inperfect, and the ability to
detect themis an over-claim

And so when you |l ook at all of the evidence,
the underlying evidence, this is an inflation of the
true nature of the platforms ability to find and renove
those i ndividual s.

And read in context, this entire statenent here
from M. Davis reads to say either if you begin at the
begi nning that there are, as a matter of fact, no people
on I nstagram under the age of 13, but then |ater on
she's not saying there are lots of them she's saying
because we have an effective nechani smfor renoving
them they're not a lot of themon Instagram indeed
there may be very few, that's how that reads to a
consurmer.

Q Have you spoken to a single consunmer who

expressed that reading of this sentence, this series of
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sentences?

Si npl e question, have you spoken to a single
consuner who told you they interpreted that statement in
this way?

A I could point you to the sanme forms of evidence
and the sanme approach | used for understandi ng the other
statenments in context. The sane application of the sane
expertise, background, principles that | used to
under st and such statements in other contexts, interna
docunents at Meta, the |arge gap between what was known
at Meta and what this statement inplies and so on to
unpack what consuners woul d have understood and the gulf
bet ween that and the true nature of the situation at the
conpany.

Q So the answer is, no, you have not spoken to a
singl e consuner who has told you that they interpreted
Ms. Davis's statenments in the way that you just posited?
A "Il say again, you can see the approach that |
used in ny report to unpacking these statenents, what

t hey nean, explaining the relevance of the context, and
expl aining the various nodels that | use and the
approach | use to understand how consuners woul d
understand those statenents.

Q Yep, | understand what you did do. |'m asking

a different question. You have not spoken to a single
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consunmer who told you they interpreted Ms. Davis's
statenents at this hearing in the way that you posit,
correct?

MR. SLOTHOUBER: (Objection. Form

Asked and answer ed.

A That's not the approach | took. As | said, |
had a different approach which was to exam ne using a
nodel , using | ots of experience, having done simlar
things in the past as an expert on such conmuni cati ons
in many contexts, including this one, that read in
context, this statement says to a consuner or audi ence
based on the principles of |inguistic psychol ogy and
ot herwi se, that either they're not on Instagram or if
we find them we very quickly remove them And |'ve
explain how | arrive at that conclusion here and in the
report.
Q Based on the principles of linguistics, et
cetera, as you said, but not one person has told you
that they interpreted this statenent the way you posit,
correct?

MR. SLOTHOUBER: (Objection. Form

Asked and answer ed.

A. My assignnent was not to interview people
directly. 1 did not feel that was the best way to go

about unpacking the interpretation of these statenents,
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and |'mvery transparent about how | engage in the
process of translating how they would be received by and
under st ood by consuners.

Q Right. And not only did you not interview

i ndi vidual users to see whether any of theminterpreted
the statenments the way you posit, you also didn't
conduct a systematic survey to assess whet her consuners
interpreted the statenents the way you posit, correct?
A. As | said much earlier on today, we discussed
nmy met hodol ogi cal approach, and | expl ai ned that
whenever | begin work on a question like this, or a set
of assignment questions, or a set of assignnent
statements, | exam ne the evidence, | exam ne the facts
and the context, and | determine, as | do in every case,
t he nmost appropriate nethodol ogies to use, and that's
what | did in this case as | do in all cases, and these
were the approaches that | used in this case.

Q You' re not changi ng your testinony fromearlier
that you didn't do a survey in this case, right?

A. I'll say what | said, | believe, earlier, which
was that there was sone survey evidence in this case and
| | ooked at the archival evidence that Meta itself had
col l ected and sonetines that evidence was relevant to
vari ous questions. But |I did not run a primary survey

nmysel f, because as | said earlier, that was not ny
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STATE OF NEW YORK )
. SS

COUNTY OF )

I, ADAM ALTER, hereby certify that | have
read the transcript of nmy testinony taken under oath in
my deposition of the 12th day of Decenber, 2025; that
the transcript is a true, conplete and correct record of
my testinony, and that the answers on the record as

given by me are true and correct.

ADAM ALTER

Si gned and subscribed to before
me, this day
of , 2025.

Notary Public, State of New York
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK )

COUNTY OF QUEENS )

|, BROOKE E. PERRY, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That ADAM ALTER, the w tness whose
deposition is hereinbefore set forth, was duly
sworn by nme and that such deposition is a true
record of the testinony given by such witness.

| further certify that I amnot rel ated
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood
or marriage; and that I amin no way interested
in the outcome of this matter

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

my hand this 16th day of Decenber, 2025.

é,,}{,ﬁ*z%;z

BROOKE E. PERRY
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