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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A, et al.

Plaintiffs,

- agai nst -

META PLATFORMS, I NC., Instagram LLC,
Meta Paynents, Inc., Meta Platforns
Technol ogi es, LLC, et al.,

Def endant s.

VI DEOTAPED DEPOCSI TI ON of ADAM ALTER, Ph
t aken by the Defendant, pursuant to Notice, held
Lexi ngton Avenue, 10th Floor New York, NY 10163,
Decenber 12, 2025, at 8:41 a.m, before a Notary
of the State of New York.
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where they can't directly verify the statenents
thenselves. And so they all are taking the statenments
as true fromthe conmpany, or they're unable to verify
those statenments at |east.
Q You're not quite answering my question. My
guesti on was whet her you believe that even the factors
you just recited would cause all reasonable consumers to
i nterpret each of these statenents identically.
MR. SLOTHOUBER: Obj ection. Conpound.

Vague, and asked and answer ed.
A So ny assignnent here was to exani ne how a
reasonabl e consumer would interpret the statenents at
i ssue, and | explained nmy reasoning for deriving a
particul ar concl usi on about how t he reasonabl e consuner
woul d under stand i nformati on.

My assignnment was not to opi ne on how every
singl e person or every single reasonabl e consunmer would
understand every single statenent, and so | would need

to go through that process if that were the question

Q Woul d you agree -- well, you applied a
definition of reasonable consuner, right, in your
report?

A | use the definition of reasonable that's

grounded in my field, so understanding the way humans

generally process information in this context, how they
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understand linguistic information and the communi cation
in the context that | describe here, | derive fromthat
a reasonabl e consunmer, and can explain how that person,
t hat reasonabl e person, would understand the statenments
in that context.
Q Woul d you agree that your definition of
reasonabl e consunmer would enmbrace mllions and mllions
of people in the United States?
A I think it would need to depend on the
statenent. But broadly speaking, |'mtransparent in the
report about which audiences I'mreferring to.
Q Do you agree that it's mllions of people that
fall within your definition of reasonable consuner?
A I didn't undertake to exam ne exactly how many
people I was tal ki ng about, but one of the key
principles in nmy field in cognitive and |inguistic
psychol ogy is that the way we process |anguage is
grounded in sonme very consistent, |lowlevel truths about
how cognitive psychol ogy operates and how we make sense
of witten and linguistic informtion.

There woul d be many, many studi es that have
exam ned this issue to furnish me with a sense of how a
reasonabl e consunmer might do that. And these studies,
some of themvary, but a lot of the studies are really

about humans at | arge.
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