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SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

COORDI NATI ON PROCEEDI NG
SPECI AL TI TLE [ RULE 3. 400]

I

| JUDI Cl AL COUNCI L

| COORDI NATI ON PROCEEDI NG

| NO. 5255
I N RE: SOCI AL MEDI A |
ADOLESCENT ADDI CTI ON |
(JCCP No. 5255) |

Lead Case Number For
Filing Purposes:
22STCV21355

|
THI S DOCUMENT RELATES TO. | Assigned Coordination
| Hon. Carolyn B. Kuhl
Christina Arlington Smth, | SSC-12
et al., v. TikTok Inc., |
et al., |
Case No. 22STCVv21355, |
I
|

Los Angel es Superior Court

The VI DEOTAPED DEPOCSI TI ON of COLI N GRAY,
Ph.D., VOLUME |, taken before BARBARA A. PERKOVI CH,
CSR Nunber 084-004070, Certified Shorthand Reporter
wthin and for the State of Illinois, at 10 North
Dearborn Street, 7th Floor, Chicago, Illinois, on
August 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m
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A. | do.

Q. And is that a true statenent; you're
not proposing any specific age verification nmethod
t hat you say nmeta should have been using?

A. What |'m saying there is Meta has a
denmonstrable failure of age verification that have
mllions of under 13 users on the platform and
mllions of users under the age of 18 on their
platformthat are presenting as adults via the
met adata that's assigned to their accounts and
t hat some nmet hods should be used to address that
threat and that there are many different
mechani sns t hat should have been pursued with
vigor by Meta that were just not.

MR. SCHM DT: Move to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
BY MR. SCHM DT

Q Are you saying, "Here is the specific
met hod Meta should be using to undertake age
verification but is not"? |Is that an opinion
you're giving?

A. | ' m giving an opinion that there are
many di fferent mechani sns that can be used for age
verification, and that Meta did not pursue any of

them with enough -- enough vigor to actually make
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an i npact on the nunbers of underage users that

were on the platform

Q What met hod should Meta have used? Are
you giving -- in your opinion?

A. So nmy opening report is focusing on
the -- found that Meta's platform was unsafe for

t eenagers and child users and that age
verification is one key conponent of that failure,
not only having themon the platform but if
sonebody has a different age -- real age than what

they're inpersonating as on the platform then al

of the other features used to -- what Meta called
safety features also tend to fail, because then
the opt-in ages or default ages are -- are also

I ncorrect.

" marguing in my report, and in this
statenment right here, that there are a nunber of
specific methods that should have been pursued in
a much nore substantial way by Meta to ensure the
safety of the platform

MR. SCHM DT: Move to strike as
conpl etely nonresponsi ve.
BY MR. SCHM DT
Q Are you giving an opinion that Meta

shoul d have adopted a specific nmeans of age
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A. Yes, | see that.

Q Coupl e questions on that point. First,
do you know whether the FTC has said that
conpani es may accept the accuracy of self-reported
age?

A. | did not reference any of these
specific FTC guidelines that you are referring to
in preparation for this report.

Q Do you know outside of this report
whet her the FTC has said that conpani es nmay assune
t he accuracy of self-reported age?

A. | can't comment on that.

Q Are you aware that there are people
who, with all kinds of services that ask for age,
put in erroneous ages when they sign up for
accounts?

A. | ' m sure that that behavi or happens.

Q Have you done any analysis to see
whet her for any of the conpanies at issue here,

t he percentage of their users who report false

ages is higher or |ower than the average in the

i ndustry?
A. It's not a question | pursued in ny
opening report. | was focused quite narrowly on

whet her the platform was producing harns, and

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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havi ng people who are m srepresenting their age is
a substantial harmto users that are under the age
of 13 and under the age of 18.

And as | nmentioned previously, it
i npacts the efficacy of all these other safety
features that Meta has incorporated in their
pl at form over this period of years, either as
opt-in or opt-out.

MR. SCHM DT: Move to strike the speech
begi nning, "It's not a question |I pursued in
my opening report.”

BY MR. SCHM DT:

Q Did you anal yze any data that |lets you
say whether Meta has a higher percentage of
under-13 users than the average website that tries
to keep 13-year-olds off their websites?

A. That is not a question that | eval uated

in my opening report.

Q Did you eval uate that anywhere el se?

A. Did I eval uate what anywhere el se?

Q That question | just asked you.

A. As | nmentioned, it's not a question
that | pursued.

Q Have you done that for TikTok,

Snapchat, or YouTube?
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A. | would have to | ook at the specific
docunment to see what the specific causation
factors are.

Q Do you know whet her that backl og was
resol ved?

A. | cannot speak to whether the backl og
was resolved or not.

Q. Did you make an effort to | ook to see,
there's a backlog here, did they fix it, and how

quickly did they fix 1t?

A. | think |I addressed this point in a
little bit nore detail in ny rebuttal report.
Q Where -- where do you do that? And I'm

asking specifically about the backlog that you
cite being resolved.

A. OCh, | don't think |I addressed the
backl og specifically. M understanding is that
there -- there were lots of adm nistrative hurdl es
internally at Meta that were keeping them from
adequately resourcing the underage enforcenent.

And certainly when | reviewed things
about the underage reporting flow, there were also
concerns about them getting too many requests for
under age reporting, so they made it a nore

difficult process than this needed to be.
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