Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR  Document 3252-20 Filed 07/10/26 Page 1 of 15

Exhibit H



A OWDNPR

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 3252-20 Filed 07/10/26 Page 2 of 15

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 1

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

| N RE: SOCI AL MEDI A
ADOLESCENT ADDI CTI ON/
PERSONAL | NJURY PRODUCTS
LI ABI LI TY LI TI GATI ON

MDL No. 3047

N N N N N N

SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A FOR THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SPRI NG STREET COURTHOUSE

COORDI NATI ON PROCEEDI NG
SPECI AL TI TLE [ RULE 3. 400]
SOCI AL MEDI A CASES Lead Case No.
22STCV21355

This Document Rel ates To

JONATHAN SKRMETTI ,
ATTORNEY GENERAL and
REPORTER,

V.
META PLATFORMS, | NC., and

)
)
)
)
)
;
STATE OF TENNESSEE, ex rel.)
)
)
)
)
| NSTAGRAM, LLC. )

)

CONFI DENTI AL - ATTORNEYS' EYES ONLY
PURSUANT TO PROTECTI VE ORDER
VOLUME 1
VI DEOG- RECORDED
DEPOSI TI ON OF ARTURO BEJAR
(Pages 1 - 351)
Hel d at Baker Botts
1001 Page MI| Road, Palo Alto, California
Monday, April 7, 2025, 9:20 a.m

REPORTED BY: ELAI NA BULDA-JONES, CSR 11720

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D NN NN P P P P PP PR R
ga A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N P+ O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR  Document 3252-20 Filed 07/10/26 Page 3 of 15

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 191

t here?
A. Not as far as |'m aware.
MS. JONES: Excuse ne.
" mgoing to object to the last two
guestions on foundation.
BY MR. CARTMELL:
Q. Go ahead.
A. Not as far as |'m aware.
Q If Meta's executives say that they do not
al |l ow ki ds under 13 on Instagram how would you

respond to that?

A. | think that's lying.
Q Do you think that's a truthful statenent?
A No, | don't think that's a truthful

st at enent .

Q. What if Meta's executives state that they
don't allow them-- they try to find them and they
try as quickly as possible to get kids under 13 off
of Instagram do you agree with that?

MS. JONES: Objection to the foundation.

THE W TNESS: | profoundly di sagree with
t hat .

(Wher eupon, Meta-Bejar Exhibit 11 was
mar ked for identification.)
Iy
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BY MR. CARTMELL:
Q. | ' ve handed you Exhibit 13 -- oh -- strike
t hat .
| ve handed you Exhibit 11. And we're
going to play a clip of testinmny from Adam Mosseri .
Adam Mbsseri is who?
A. He's the head of | nstagram
Q. s this Adam Mosseri on the screen?

A. Yes, it is.

(Video playing.)

MR. CARTMELL: Just start -- | think you
could get a little nore of the first word, 13, |
don't know, Jim but try one nore tinme, please.

(Video playing.)

MS. JONES: [|I'mgoing to object to the
out - of -context play of the deposition clip for which
M. Bejar has no foundation to testify.

Go ahead.

BY MR. CARTMELL:
Q You heard M. Mosseri talking about Meta's
policy related to having kids under 13 on the
pl at f or n?
A. Correct.
Q Do you agree with M. Mosseri's testinony?
A. | do not.
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Q Why is that?

A. Because they do allow, |ike, practically
al |l ow under-13 kids on the platformand they do not,
and I was not aware of at the tinme, have any decent
efforts at identifying them and renoving them

If you search -- so Instagram you have
t hese things called hashtags. And you can search
for the hashtag |ike eighth birthday, which is
sonmet hing that -- | abels people put on their posts.
And on the first page of results there are nultiple
kids that on their profile page they say, | am
eight. And they are so easy to find and there are
many on there. And if we go back to sort of we were
tal king about, trying to report themis nearly
| npossi bl e.

And one of ny responsibilities on nmy first
stint was the infrastructure that detected fake
accounts. And I cannot tell you how sophisticated
peopl e can be at creating fake accounts. That
I nfrastructure that was available in 2011 or '12
could be used to so effectively identify accounts
created by eight-year-olds in order to then require
further verification to establish whether they are
actually the kid, what age they are, if their

parents are aware.
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And this is sonething we used to do at
Facebook and | was not aware of any substantive
efforts to do that at | nstagram

Q Even after Meta started asking for Kkids'

ages on -- when kids would sign up for Instagram in
Decenber of 2019 were there still kids on Instagram
under the age of 137

MS. JONES: Objection. Foundation.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. CARTMELL.:

Q And at that point, even after they were
asking for age -- ages, | take it some kids would
lie?

A. Yes.

Q. s that well-known in the industry, that

kids |ie when they sign up for an Instagram or other
soci al nmedi a account?
MS. JONES: Foundation. Objection.
Foundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. CARTMELL:
Q Do you know that based on your 30 years in
t he industry?
A. Yes. And managing this issue for Yahoo!

and managing this issue for Facebook.
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Q Even after |Instagram started asking for
ages of kids and knowi ng that kids would lie, were
they diligent in trying to find those kids and nake
sure that they were not on Instagran?

MS. JONES: Objection. Foundation.

THE W TNESS: | believe that they actually
were the opposite of that. That they nade it al nost
| npossi ble to report underage accounts and -- that

there were features that were designed to appeal to
t hose kids and that you can find them today, like a
week ago, and they're still -- videos where kids --
there is, alittle song it goes, like, "I am 16,
going on 17." And Instagram has a feature that
allows you to use that song in a video that you
make.

And, like, a week ago or two, | found
this -- some kids using that song, 22,000 of them
and they say how old they are and the nunber goes on
the screen and so, "I am 16, going on 17." And they
go like this and the actual age pops up. And it
reads 11, 9, 8, 7, all of these nunmbers. And
there's 22,000 of them | think if your technol ogy
doesn't find those kids, | really don't know what
you're trying to find.
Iy
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BY MR. CARTMELL:

Q You' re tal king about testing that you did
a week ago; is that right?

A. In the nost recent weeks. So beginning --
| i ke for the last nmonth |'ve been doing sone
testing.

Q Ckay. |I'mgoing to hand you what has been
mar ked as Exhibit 12.

(Wher eupon, Meta-Bejar Exhibit 12 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MR. CARTMELL.:

Q And ask you what Exhibit 12 is.

This was sonething that you produced from
your files in this litigation; is that correct?

A. That i1s correct.

Q. So tell us, you nentioned that you had
done testing on accounts in the past, correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. And is this a -- an account of the testing
you' ve done over tinme?

A That is correct.

Q Why don't you go ahead and just explain
briefly what this document is that we just marked as
Exhi bit 12.

A. Yeah. So in November of 2023, | really
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wanted to see what the experience was of a teenager
on Instagram And so | wanted to create a few test
accounts in order to understand that and |I could
gi ve concrete exanpl es.

The testing protocol | use, sort of the
steps | followed, is kind of |ike what you would do
as a parent if you gave your kid a phone. So got
t he phone out of the drawer, erased it, create an
account on Apple with the right age, so 13 or 14. |
tested both ages. | tested boy/girl. These |ist
the girls that | kind of focused on.

And then | created Instagram downl oaded
it, and just went in initially all defaults. |
didn't do any searches. | didn't do any of the
things that kind of prime algorithnm just to see how
t hings work. And | have continued to test those
accounts.

Q And this docunment outlines that testing.
And what are the pages attached to it with dates
starting as early as 2023?

A. So it outlines what | did to test. And
t hen these are videos that | took fromthe phone
while | was doing the testing that were -- that's
ki nd of what the phone recorded. And | |abeled the

vi deos to descri be what the videos captured.
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Q You nentioned that you did sone testing to
| ook at whether or not there were underaged kids on
| nstagram is that correct?

A. That is correct.

(Wher eupon, Meta-Bejar Exhibit 13 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MR. CARTMELL

Q. M. Bejar, | have provided you Exhibit 13
which is a slipsheet for a clip of a video that you
t ook during your testing that involves |ooking for
underage kids on Instagram It's -- the source is
BEJAR0O002542.

Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Ckay. And can you tell us what, before we
start the video, what it was you did with this
phone?

A. Yeah. So -- so | had -- | tried different
things with different accounts. So ny initial
testing for the very first account was -- was to see
sort of how sone features were inplemented. And
then | also searched for some gymmastics content and
t hen sort of got recommended videos of very young
girls in different kinds of outfits. That is the 32

endi ng account.
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For the other accounts, the only thing I
did for a long period of time was to create the
account, go into Reels, no searches, no follows, and
wat ch videos and then if a particular video that net
that criteria came -- fed to ne, | would watch it to
conmpletion. And then | would swi pe quickly videos
didn't nmeet that criteria.

So for exanple, if a video |ooked a little
racy, | would watch the video. |If a video |ooked a
little violent, | would watch that video. |If that
vi deo was created by sonmebody who appeared to be
under 13, | would watch that video. And as a result
of that, what | found is within 8 to 12 m nutes,
sonmetimes 18, the Reels algorithm adapted to give ne
a stream of that content which | had watched.

Q. You said this was in -- or your first
testing was in November of 2023?

A. That 1s correct.

Q. Why were you doing it at that tine?

A. |'ve al ways believed it's really inportant
to speak accurately about these things. And so |
really wanted to be able to be well informed, as I
was sort of entering public discourse around these
things, to be able to make accurate representation,

so what teens were getting delivered, and to be able
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to understand how the features were working in terns
of preventing issues.

Q Was Novenber of 2023 when you went public?

A It was, yes.

Q Did you draw on your -- excuse ne.

Did you draw on your 30-plus years of
experience in this industry when perform ng these
tests?

A. Yes, | did. | have 30-plus years of
experience of testing safety features and security
features and -- so that you can make accurate
representations about what they do or don't do. And
t hat was the protocol | tried to follow.

MR. CARTMELL: Okay. Let's showclip 77,
pl ease.

(Video playing.)

BY MR. CARTMELL.:

Q. So, M. Bejar --

A. Can | have just a nonent?

Q Yeah. Take your tine.

A. Thank you.

Q. So first of all, | have some questions
about that.

How long did it take you to find all these

ki ds that are underage?
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A. Less than a day of testing.

Q How -- how is it that Meta doesn't make
sure that those kids aren't on there if they're
doi ng adequate age verification?

MS. JONES: Objection. Foundation.
Char acterizati on.

You can answer .

THE W TNESS: | mean, if you can't find
t hese accounts, you're not even trying.
BY MR. CARTMELL.:

Q How many ki ds under the age of 13 did
you -- did you find in your testing?

A. | didn't keep count. And, again, one of
the principles that always guided this work is if
there's one, there's a mllion. | mean, it's --
when you're dealing with a billion people the math
gets really big, really fast.

Q | don't totally understand where all those
ki ds were and why they were singing that song. What
was that? |Is that an |Instagram provided song or
what are they doing?

MS. JONES: Objection to the form And
foundati on. Lacks foundation.
THE W TNESS: So one of the things that I

was testing Instagram for different features, the
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first thing | tested was a feature where you go in
and you can add a little audio to your -- to the
vi deo that you're making that you're sharing.

And | was able as a 13-year-old account to
create a video where the audio was called sexy girl
mast ur bati ng done by a porn star. And then when you
see a video with a song you can click on that and
say, oh, let nme use that song for ny video. And so
what you see is a feature provided by Instagram
where kids see other kids tal king about their age
and they copy what they are doing and they copy the
song. And Instagram makes it very easy to do that
so that you can create your own video.

BY MR. CARTMELL:

Q Does that video and the fact that you
found that many underage kids in a small, short
amount of time support your opinion that Meta does

not do an adequate job of age verification and

ensuring that kids under the age of 13 are on
| nst agr anf?

A. Yes.

Q. Let me restate that.

Does that video support your opinions that
Met a does not do an adequate job of age

verification?
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A. Yes.

Q. Can the fact that underage kids |ike that,
under the age of 13, are on the platform can that
have an i npact on safety?

MS. JONES: Objection to the form

THE W TNESS: Absolutely. Because if you
t hi nk about every harmthat we've tal ked about,
unwant ed sexual advances, exposure to content that
I's distressing or harnmful, all these things, and
t hen you give those to, like, a 7- or 8-year old,
mean, it's -- | can't imgine what it does to them
And so | think that it's incredibly inportant at a
m ninmumto ensure that the kids are on the platform
are at |least 13 years of age.

MR. CARTMELL: Okay. Let's go back to
Exhi bit 10, please. Sorry. Okay. Let's go back
to -- you guys, do you mnd if I -- I"mgoing to run
out side and clear ny throat.

MS. JONES: Sure.

MR. CARTMELL: Sorry.

(Wher eupon, a brief discussion off the
record.)
BY MR. CARTMELL

Q Ckay. M. Bejar, let's go to number five

on your list of factors.
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