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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now on the video
record. My nanme is David Kim |'m a videographer
for Gol kow Litigation Services. Today's date is
Decenber 11, 2024, and the time is 9:12 a.m

This video deposition is being held in
San Francisco, California, in the matter of in Re:
Soci al Medi a Adol escent/ Addi ction Personal |njury
Products Liability Litigation, MDL 3047, for the
United States District Court of the Northern
District of California.

The deponent is Sharon Stovezky.

Counsel in the room please identify
yoursel ves for the record.

MR. DRAPER: M name is G enn Draper. |I'm
an attorney on behalf of the -- sorry, |'m appearing
on behalf of the plaintiffs.

MS. TRUONG. An Truong, Simmons Hanly
Conroy on behalf of plaintiffs.

MS. LEWS: Faith Lewis, Lieff Cabraser
Hei mann & Bernstein for plaintiffs.

MR. CHI OU. Christopher Chiou from W I son
Sonsini representing YouTube and Googl e.

MS. DAVIDSON: Callie Davidson from W | son
Sonsini for YouTube and Googl e.

MR. KEYES: Andrew Keyes fromWIIliam &
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Connol Iy on behalf of YouTube and Googl e.

MR. BERKLEY: Demarron Berkley, in-house
counsel for YouTube and Googl e.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: And on Zoonf

MR. FLASTER: Eben Flaster from Shook,
Hardy & Bacon, along with ny col |l eague Hannah
Sanchez on behalf of the Meta defendants. | am from
Phi | adel phia and she is in Kansas City. Thank you.

MS. FRANKLI N: Lyndsey Franklin, Munger
Tolles & O son on behalf of Snap, in Washington D.C.

MS. KUMAR: Good norni ng, Poonam Kumar,

G bson Dunn, on behalf of the Ti kTok defendants.
amin Los Angel es.

MS. URBAN: Marissa Urban, YouTube
I n-house counsel .

MR. ARRI AGA: Tomas Arriaga, W/ son
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati for YouTube and Google in
Los Angeles, California.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Qur court reporter
today is El ai na Bul da-Jones, and she will now swear
in the witness.

SHARON STOVEZKY,
called as a witness by the Plaintiffs herein, being
first duly sworn by the Certified Shorthand Reporter

was thereupon exam ned and testified as is

Golkow Technologies,
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hereinafter set forth.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Good norning, Ms. Stovezky. M nane is
G enn Draper. | amone of the attorneys for the
kids and famlies and school districts and other
| ocal government agenci es who have brought clainms
agai nst the social nmedia conpanies including
YouTube.

| had a chance to introduce nyself before
t he deposition started. W are here today in
San Francisco to take your deposition. You are
appearing pursuant to an amended notice of
deposi tion.

MR. DRAPER: [|'Ill go ahead and mark t hat
as Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky Exhibit 1. [1'll hand you
a copy of that now.

(Wher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhibit 1 was marked for identification.)

MR. DRAPER: |f anybody el se wants a copy.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q We're going to look at this a little bit
nore in a mnute, but | thought | would go ahead and
get it marked.

Thi s deposition is being taken in what is

Golkow Technologies,
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called an MDL. That stands for Multidistrict
Litigation in federal court. And it will also be
used in what is called a JCCP, which stands for
Judi ci al Comm ssion Coordi nated Proceedings in
California state court. It's just the way that
t hese cases are grouped together.

And you m ght hear me use both of those

terms today, MDL and JCCP, okay?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever had your deposition taken
bef ore?

A No.

Q Al'l right. Ever testified in court

bef ore?
A No.
Q. All right. Let me cover sone basic ground

rules for this deposition, okay?

A. Okay.

Q. You have been sworn in by the court
reporter which nmeans you are under oath, right?

A. Yes.

Q Al'l right. That means you are testifying
just as though you were sitting in a courtroom
before a jury and a judge. |In fact, you may hear ne

or one of the other attorneys refer to the jury even

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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t hough they are not physically present today, okay?

A. Ckay.

Q And that's because this deposition is
bei ng recorded. Obviously you can see the canera.
That video and the written transcript that the court
reporter is making may be presented later in court
or used for any other purposes authorized under the
state and federal rules.

Do you have any questions about that?

A No.

Q All right. It's inportant that you answer
my questions verbally today -- and you are doing a
great job so far -- because the court reporter is

t aki ng down everything that we say. So if you nod
or answer with sonething Iike "uh-huh" or "huh-uh,"
It doesn't cone through on the transcript very
cl eanly.

So pl ease make sure you answer ny
gquesti ons verbally, okay?

A. Ckay.

Q And it's really inportant that we not talk
over each other because it's hard for the court
reporter to take down two people tal king at once.
wll do ny best to |let you conplete your answer

before | ask the next question. And if you could do

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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your best to let me conplete the question before you
begi n your response, that will help make sure we
have a clean transcri pt.

Under st and?

A. Yes.

Q Great. 1'll tell you right now, |'m
terrible at that part. So there will be tines when
your attorney will tell me to not step on your

answer today. So it happens to all of us. Don't
worry about it, okay?

A. Okay.

Q I f you don't understand ny question today,
just ask me to repeat it or rephrase it, and I'm

happy to do that, okay?

A. Ckay.

Q. You are represented by an attorney today,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Chris Chiou?

A. Yes.

Q Al'l right. Your attorney m ght have sone

obj ections to sone of nmy questions today. Let him
conpl ete the objection before you give the response.
| think nost of the time, your attorney wll tell

you to go ahead and answer the question despite the

Golkow Technologies,
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obj ecti on.

And that's so we can take the transcript
to the judge later, we can get a ruling on the
objection. But if the objection is overruled, we
don't have to cone back and ask the questi on again.
We al ready have the response.

So there may be a few times when your
| awyer tells you not to answer the question. And
that's another reason to make sure you let M. Chiou
finish the objection before you answer, okay?

A. Okay.

Q And | expect there will be a few tinmes
t oday when we are all talking at once and we wil |
have to stop and do it all over again sequentially,
ri ght, question, objection, answer. That happens
nost every deposition.

It doesn't nmean you are doing anything

wrong, |'mdoing anything, or M. Chiou is doing
anything wong. |It's just the way it is, okay?
A. Ckay.

Q Al'l right. You can take a break at any
time today. | generally like to take breaks about
every 90 m nutes, but if you want one sooner, just
ask, okay?

A. Ckay.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q All right. The only rule about breaks is
you have to answer the pending question. Do you
under st and?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. Anything that would affect
your nmenory or your ability to tell the truth today?

A. No.

Q You haven't taken any nedications that may
make it difficult for you to concentrate or
remenber ?

A. No.

Q Okay. All right. Do you have any
guestions about kind of the ground rules for the
deposition?

A. No.

Q. All right. M. Chiou, you nentioned, is
representing you today. He also represents Google
and YouTube. You understand that?

A. Yes.

Q Al'l right. Have you ever nmet wth
M. Chiou or other attorneys representing Google and
YouTube to prepare for this deposition?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. 1 don't want to ask about the

content of any of your neetings with the attorneys,

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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but | want to ask a little bit about the
circunstances of those neetings, all right?

When was the first time that you net with
attorneys for Google and YouTube to begin preparing

for this deposition?

A. A few weeks ago. | don't recall the exact
dat e.

Q Ckay. How many tinmes have you ever net
with thenf?

A. A handf ul .

Q. Less than five?

A. Maybe about five.

Q Ckay. And how |l ong total would you say
you have spent with the attorneys for Google and
YouTube preparing for this deposition?

A. Maybe about 15 to 20 hours.

Q. All right. If we can go ahead and | ook at
t he docunment that we have marked as Exhibit 1. This
I's the amended notice of deposition for your
deposition today.

Have you seen this document before?
| have.
Ckay. \When is the first tinme you saw it?

Last week.

o > O »

Ckay. And if you | ook at page 2 and 3,

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D DN NN P P P P PR PR
ga A W N P O © 00 N O 0o WON O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2883-12 Filed 03/26/26 Page 11 of 76

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 17

you will see there is a list of docunents that you
are requested to bring to this deposition.
Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q Al right. The first itemon the list is:
Al'l docunents and conmmuni cations used to refresh the
witness's recollection.
Did you review any docunments to refresh

your recollection for today's deposition?

A. Not outside of nmy preparation nmeetings.

Q Ckay. But at your preparation neetings
you di d?

A. Yes.

Q About how many docunments did you | ook at?

A. Maybe between 10 and 20 pi eces of
mat eri al s.

Q. Ckay. And did you bring any of those with
you today?

A. | did not.

Q Ckay. | think we have a stipulation in
pl ace where as |ong as those docunments have been
produced in discovery, you're not required to
di scl ose them specifically.

MR. DRAPER: So have all of the docunents

that she relied on to refresh her recoll ection been

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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previ ously produced in this case?
MR. CHIOU. That's correct, M. Draper.
MR. DRAPER: All right.
Q We asked you for a copy of your CV, and we
were provided a copy of your Linkedln profile. Wy

don't we go ahead and just mark that as Exhibit 2

for the tinme being. 1'Il have some questions on
this in just a mnute, but we will go ahead and get
It mar ked?

(Vher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhibit 2 was marked for identification.)

MR. DRAPER: | say Exhibit 2. It's
actual |y Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky Exhibit 2. W have
a great protocol. Anybody el se want one?

MR. CHI OU: Sure.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Al'l right. Continuing on with the
docunment requests in the exhibit notice, Nunmber 3 is
t he enpl oyee or former enployee custodial file. And
l'll represent to you that we have produced or
Googl e and YouTube has produced a | arge nunmber of
docunments and desi gnated them as your custodi al
file. You will hear me refer to those docunents
t oday during the deposition, okay?

But you don't have to bring those, thank

Golkow Technologies,
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God, because there are |ike 37,000 of them So --
but we're going to tal k about those.

Did you take any notes in -- to prepare
for this deposition? That's Item Nunmber 57

A | did not.

Q Ckay. And | don't think for -- any of the
rest of them are applicable. All right. So we can
put this away for the tine being.

And let's go ahead and |I'm going to ask
you a coupl e of questions about your background, and
some information that is on your Linkedln profile
t hat we have marked as Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhi bit 2.

So you have a bachelor's degree in
econom cs and conputer science from Harvard
Uni versity that you obtained in 2015; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. And it |ooks |ike you m ght have
done an internship with Facebook in the summer of
20137

A. Yes.

Q All right. And then in the sumer of
2014, you, again, did what |ooks like an internship
with Bain Capital which is a private equity firnP

A. No. Bain & Conpany is a consulting firm

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Oh, okay. Is that the outfit that Mtt
Rommey used to run or is it not?

A. Separ at e.

Q. Separate, all right.

And then you went back to work for Bain
Consul ting after graduating from Harvard?

A. Yes.

Q Al right. Wat kind of work did you do
in that year after you graduated when you were
wor ki ng for Bain Consulting?

A. | was working in the private equity group
conducting due diligence for clients wishing to buy
private conpani es.

Q Ckay. So there would be nerger and
acqui sition, and then you would | ook at the
conpany's docunments to make sure everything that
they were representing was true and just to get a
better idea about the conpany that was being
acqui red?

A. No. | was doing the business diligence
and whet her they should buy it at all.

Q Ckay. All right. And then in June of
2016, you went to work for Google as an associ ate
product manager for Googl e Cal endar?

A. Yes.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q Did you work with Jyoti Rammath at all on
Googl e Cal endar ?

A. | have.

Q On Googl e Cal endar? | know you have
probably worked with her at YouTube.

A. She left a few nonths after | joined
Googl e Cal endar.

Q Oh, okay. And then in 2017 you started
wor ki ng on Googl e Assistant and did that

approxi mately for a year?

A. Yes.

Q All right. And it |ooks |like you have a
patent related to your work for Google Assistant; is
that right?

A. Yes.

Q. What -- tell me about that patent.

A. It's a patent that relates to the ability
of a machine | earning nodel to break up a
conversation that has nultiple intents in the
sentence and rewite them as two separate queries.
So that the Google Assistant could respond to
gueries such as turn on the lights in the kitchen
and in the bedroom

Q. | see.

A. | nstead of failing.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q Ckay. And then in 2018, you went to work
for YouTube?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. Your first job was on the news
feature for YouTube?

A. Yes.

Q Did that for about a year?

A. Yes.

Q And then your next job at YouTube was as
product manager for borderline content, correct?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. And this was an effort by
YouTube to reduce recomendati ons of videos that
could msinformusers in harnful ways, yes?

A. Yes.

Q. And also to reduce recommendati ons of
content that cones close, but does not quite violate
YouTube community standards?

A. Yes.

Q All right. And it says your work in this
area led to YouTube cutting recomendati ons of
videos |i ke these by two-thirds?

A Yes.

Q When did you achieve that goal ?

A. | personally didn't achieve that goal. It

Golkow Technologies,
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was a team goal

Q. Ckay. When did the team achi eve that
goal ?

A. Around 2019 -- 2018 to 2019.

Q How | ong had they been working on that; do

you know?
A. Before -- prior to the achi evenent?
Q. Yeah.
A. About a year and a half or so.

Q And then in August of 2019, you becane
seni or product manager for health and nmental health
at YouTube. Is that the right title?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. And in that job, you were trying to
raise the information quality around health and
ment al health content, both by reducing the harnful
content and raising high-quality evidence-based
content, right?

A. Yes.

Q All right. And you did that job until
fairly recently, January of 20247

A. Yes.

Q Al'l right. And your current position
whi ch you have had since January 2024 is senior

product manager for search and di scovery?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Yes.

Q. Al'l right. Can you tell me a little bit
about that position, please, kind of what is your
j ob there?

A. Yes. | work on devel opi ng machi ne
| earni ng nmodel s, identify content that may be
off-putting or -- to sone users or harnmful to other
brands such as overly sexualized content or
clickbaited content.

Q Ckay. Since you are working for search
and di scovery, search and discovery are the surfaces
for YouTube where algorithm c recomendati ons are
made?

A. Most |y di scovery.

Q OCkay. And so search is where the user
| nputs sonmething into a search box, right? And then
based on that input and other information that is
available to the algorithm the algorithmrecomends
what it thinks the user is searching for, what it
t hi nks the user wants to view?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

You can go ahead and answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE W TNESS: Based on the query there
woul d be a rank list of results based on the

rel evance to that specific usernane.

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR. DRAPER:

Q But if you and | type the sanme query into
a search box on YouTube, we will get different
results, won't we?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE W TNESS: It depends on the query.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Right. So if, for exanple, we both type
I n Egypt into a search box, and | amreally
interested in travel and I m ght get sonme results
that tal k about different sites to see in Egypt.

But if you are really interested in
politics and have a history of |ooking at videos
related to M ddl e East politics, you are probably
going to get sonething that is nmore focused on that
area, right?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE WTNESS: | don't work on search
ranking, so it really depends on the query. | don't
know how to answer that affirmatively.

BY MR. DRAPER:
Q Ckay. Can you tell nme how the ranked Ii st

I S generated?

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Uh- huh.

A. And so | think it would really depend on
whet her you have a neani ngful way to warn, whet her
you know enough to warn. So | would need to do nore
research on that specific application to see what
t he avail abl e options are.

Q Ckay. All right. You have a strong
Interest in nmental health that predates your work in
this area for YouTube, correct?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE W TNESS: Aligns with the sane
timeline about ny interest and my work.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Ckay. One mght even say it's been a
passi on for you?

A. Yes.

Q. Ckay. You were hand-sel ected by YouTube
to be the senior product manager for health and
mental health in Septenber of 2018, a role that did
not exist before you filled it?

MR. CHIOU. Objection to form
You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.
THE WTNESS: | wouldn't say that is

Golkow Technologies,
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accurat e.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Ckay. I n your role as senior product
manager for health and nental health, you relied on
expert clinical review and opinions to categorize
har nf ul content on YouTube?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. You devel oped machi ne | earning
nodel s to make predictions at scal e about what
content would be harnful to users?

A. Not me personally, but I was on a team
that did that.

Q Ckay. And across all of your projects
i nvol ving nmental health, you had to | everage
clinical expertise fromreputable sources?

A. Yes.

Q. You conducted in-depth literature reviews,
deep dives with YouTube search and di scovery teans,
and i ntensive user experience research?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form
Ms. Stovezky, you can answer.
THE W TNESS: | collaborated with the user
research team that did those things.
BY MR. DRAPER:
Q Ckay. And you did in-depth literature

Golkow Technologies,
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revi ews?

A. Not my -- not personally, but I
comm ssi oned them and worked with researchers.

MR. DRAPER: Okay. Let's go ahead and
mar k as exhibit -- Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhi bit 3.

(Wher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhi bit 3 was marked for identification.)
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q A docunment with the Bates nunber 01526486.

A. Okay.

MR. DRAPER: You want a copy? You can
have a copy.

MR. CHI OU. Thank you.

MR. DRAPER: | got nultiple copies here.
It's a surprise.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Ms. Stovezky, the docunment that we have
just identified and marked as an exhibit, | wl
represent to you was produced by the attorneys for
Googl e and YouTube. And there is a -- what is
called a slip sheet on the back, tells us where the
docunment canme from and you will see that you are
| isted as the custodian.

A Uh- huh.

Golkow Technologies,
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search and di scovery wants to reduce filter bubbles.
That's what they list as their responsibility,
correct?

A. That was a proposal at the tine.

Q Ckay. And what happened with that
proposal, if you know?

A. | wasn't working on it directly, so |
woul dn't be able to give a full answer.

Q Ckay. Did YouTube do anything in 2018 to
warn child users and their parents that they could
be exposed to this borderline or gray content on the
YouTube application?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: | wasn't working on the kids
or youth team so | wouldn't be able to answer that
questi on.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q. Ckay. You were working on the nental
health teamin 2018. Actually you were seni or
product manager for health and nental health, right?

A. Not in 2018.

Q. 2019. Okay. So in 20 -- let's see. In
April of 2019, you were the product manager for

borderline content, right?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Yes, for that first project here.

Q This first project teamthat they are
t al ki ng about reducing harnful and gray content?

A. Yes.

Q So in 2019, when you were working as the
product manager to reduce harnful or gray content,
what did YouTube do to warn child users and their
parents that they could be exposed to quantities of
this borderline or gray content on the YouTube
application?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. Again, | was worKking
on -- nmy role was in the content side. | wasn't
wor ki ng on the user side or on the kids or youth
team so | wouldn't be able to answer that.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Who woul d |I ask that question to?

A. The kids team the youth team

Q. And tell me who would that individual be
in 2018/ 20109.

A. | would start with Janes Beser.

Q Ckay. All right. Can we go back to what
we marked as Exhibit 8, please, the teen well-Dbeing

document .
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the algorithm s tendency to focus a user's feed on
this particular type of content that makes them
har nf ul ?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: | wouldn't say that that is
accurate. | believe the harmis in the
concentration of the messages.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Right. And the concentration is a
function of the algorithmrecommendi ng many of those
videos rather than it's a function of the content of
any one of those videos?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: | believe -- | believe it's
a conmbi nation of the user choice to watch this
content over and over again, and then the algorithm
getting signal that the user is particularly
interested in this type of content.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Ckay. |If you could go back to 01372620,
which is the docunent that we | ooked at that had the
pictures of the -- of the negative social conparison

related to shading of a person's nose, right?
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A. Yes.

Q There are, on the back of that page of
2620, there are notes, speaker notes.

A. Ri ght .

Q Ckay. And you will see on the exanple, it
says, "Social conparison video, which is okay on its
own" -- right? -- "but sometimes the Watch Next feed
may have many nore videos that repeatedly make
negative social conparison of physical features."

Ri ght ?

A. Ri ght .

Q Do you know who the speaker was for this
presentation?

A. ' m not sure.

Q Ckay. Do you agree that the potenti al
mental health harm comes fromthe Watch Next feed
havi ng many nore vi deos that repeatedly make the
same negative social conparison?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE WTNESS: | would say it's a
combi nati on of the user kind of urged to watch or
choice to watch nore content this way. And then the
| oop of it feeding that signal into the

reconmendati on system

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR. DRAPER:
Q Are teens nore likely to seek out this
type of content?
MR. CHI OU. Objection.
BY MR. DRAPER:
Q Negati ve social conparison content?

MR. CHI QU: Pardon me, M. Draper.
Obj ection to form

You can answer, Ms. Stovezky.

THE W TNESS: The only accurate thing |
know for sure is that teens seek to watch content
from ot her teens.

MR. DRAPER: Okay. Okay. |I|'mgoing to
show you a docunent now that we will designate as
Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky Exhi bit 10.

(Vher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhi bit 10 was marked for identification.)

MR. DRAPER: This is a really |ong one.

So | have included a couple of tabs in it to help us
get |l ocated here. Obviously the tabs are m ne.
They are not part of the original docunment. For the
record, this is Docunent 00793501.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q So this is a docunent that unhel pfully

doesn't have a title page. The title page is blank

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com




A w N R

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2883-12 Filed 03/26/26 Page 57 of 76

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 1

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

I N RE: SOCI AL MEDI A
ADOLESCENT ADDI CTI ON/
PERSONAL | NJURY PRODUCTS
LI ABI LI'TY LI TI GATI ON

Case No.

4:22-MD-03047- YGR
This Document Rel ates To: MDL No. 3047
ALL ACTI ONS

N’ N’ N N N N N N NS

CONFI DENTI AL
VI DEO- RECORDED
DEPOSI TI ON OF SHARON STOVEZKY
(Pages 1 - 267)
Hel d at the Law Offices of
W | son Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
One Mar ket, Spear Street Tower
San Francisco, California
Wednesday, December 11, 2024, 9:12 a.m

REPORTED BY: ELAI NA BULDA- JONES, CSR 11720

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D DN NN P P P P PR PR
ga A W N P O © 00 N O 0o WON O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2883-12 Filed 03/26/26 Page 58 of 76

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 144
A. Yeah, yes.
Q Ckay. Actually, | want to be precise and
make sure that we are correct here. |If you | ook at

t he description of the project, it actually says,
"potentially negative interaction videos."
But that's a m stake, right? It should be
potentially negative inpact videos?
A. That's correct.
Q. Ckay. All right. Got another |ong one
for you.
MR. DRAPER: This one we will mark as
YouTube- Googl e- St ovezky Exhibit 12.
(Wher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhi bit 12 was marked for identification.)
BY MR. DRAPER:
Q. ' mgoing to see if | can find ny
hi ghlighting. All right. [I'mgoing to go for it
here. For the record, this docunent is 00808421.
A. You did give ne your copy. Do you want

Q Yeah. What the heck. 1'Il swap with you.
Okay. You can have that one.

A. You are sure? This is still the
hi ghl i ght ed one.

Q Did | highlight both of them or did I

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR. DRAPER:

Q And, if anything, those nunmbers are
under st ated because there is a whol e additional
category of VIBE videos that was added | ater that
may not be counted in this count?

MR. CHIOU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.

THE W TNESS: That's possi bl e.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Did YouTube warn youth users and their
parents that if they watched a reconmmended video
t hat had a potentially negative inmpact on their
mental health, there was a two-thirds chance that
t he YouTube al gorithm would recomend an additi onal
potential negative inpact video in their Watch Next
panel ?

MR. CHIOU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.

THE W TNESS: Not to my know edge.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Did YouTube warn youth users and their
parents that if they watched a recommended vi deo
t hat has potentially negative inmpact on their nental
health, there was a 45 percent chance that the

YouTube al gorithm would recomend anot her two of

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D DN NN P P P P PR PR
ga A W N P O © 00 N O 0o WON O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2883-12 Filed 03/26/26 Page 71 of 76

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 157

t hose potential negative inpact videos to the user?
MR. CHI OU. Objection to form
Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.
THE W TNESS: Not to my know edge.

BY MR. DRAPER:

Q Ckay. So if we could | ook at the next
page, please. 1It's a slide entitled "What does high
vol ume or concentration |ook |Iike according to
OALS?"

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q OM s is how YouTube refers to outside
experts that it consults with, correct?

A. OMs is a specific group of child experts
that the youth team uses.

Q. Ckay. They are outside experts, nmeaning
t hey are people that YouTube contracts with but they
are not YouTube enpl oyees?

A. That's correct.

Q Ckay. All right. And this slide has
several exanmples of Watch Next panels. And in the
first one on the left, five of eight of the videos
recomnmended in the Watch Next panel contain
potenti al negative inpact, social conparison of

physi cal features videos, right?
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A. Correct.

Q. All right. And underneath that, it says,
"All OMs said this volunme was too nuch,” right?

A. Yes, that's what it says here.

Q Al'l right. And that nmeans that of the
out si de experts that YouTube consulted, all of them
agreed that having five of eight of these potenti al
negati ve i npact VIBE videos in a Watch Next panel
was too many, meaning that this could potentially
have a negative inpact on the user's well-being?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.

THE W TNESS: That's correct.
BY MR. DRAPER:

Q All right. And the center exanple shows
three of eight of these potential negative inpact
VI BE videos in a Watch Next panel, and underneath
that, it says, "Many of the OMs said that there was
no difference between the first feed and this feed.
Both sent the same social conparison nessage.”

| read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Al right. So all of the outside experts
t hat YouTube consulted agreed that three of eight

potential negative inmpact VIBE videos in a Watch

Golkow Technologies,
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MR. CHIOU. Objection to form
Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.
THE W TNESS: You said "all."
here "many. "
BY MR. DRAPER:

difference," fair enough. All right.

scratch that.

| said

exanple. Do you agree?
A. Yes.
Q. Ckay. All right. On the right

potenti al negative inpact VIBE videos out

negati ve.

Page 159

Next panel was too many and coul d have a potenti al

negati ve i nmpact on the user's nental health?

It says

Q Right. "Many said that there was no

And then on the right side -- well,

all."™ 1 should have said the

consensus was that it was too many because that's

what it says at the top of the -- top of that

side is

anot her exanple of a Watch Next panel. And it
I ndi cates that there was split feedback on this

Wat ch Next panel. This exanple has two of these

of eight.

And the OM s' responses were split. Some thought it

was neutral while some thought it was slightly

So two of eight m ght have a potenti al

Golkow Technologies,
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negati ve i nmpact on the user's well-being, correct?
A. Correct.
MR. CHIOU. Objection to form
Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY MR. DRAPER:
Q All right. If you |ook at the next slide,
it's entitled "Goal, reduce amunt of VIBE
concentrated panels in Watch Next." And it says,

“"On Watch Next, the VIBE panel either has three

pl us VIBE videos or two plus if the watch video is
VIBE," right? | read that correctly?
A. Yes.

Q. And what that neans is, the video that the
user is watching counts, right? So if that user is
wat chi ng a potential negative inpact video, and
three of those videos in total is too many, then the
video they are watching counts as one and having two
others in the Watch Next panel would be to many?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form
Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. DRAPER:
Q Ckay. Did YouTube ever warn young users

or their parents that if they watched a potenti al

Golkow Technologies,
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negati ve i npact VIBE video on these topics, |ike
soci al conparison or social aggressions, that there
was a 45 percent chance that the YouTube al gorithm
woul d expose themto a number of simlar videos that
YouTube's consulting experts had determ ned could be
harnmful to their nmental health?

MR. CHI OU. Objection to form

Ms. Stovezky, you may answer.

THE W TNESS: Not to nmy know edge.

BY MR. DRAPER:
Q That was fast. We got through that one.
Move on to the next one.

You will be glad to know |I'm getting to
the bottom of the barrel there.

MR. DRAPER: Okay. So this docunent we
will mark as YouTube- Google Exhibit 13. Thankfully
there is no highlighting on it.

(Wher eupon, Googl e- YouTube- St ovezky
Exhibit 13 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. DRAPER:
Q. You can have that one.

Ckay. |If you look at the slip sheet on
t he back, this is a docunent that was produced by
Googl e and YouTube. The sole custodian is

Ms. Stovezky, and it is actually -- it's in the kind

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF YOLO )

I, ELAINA BULDA-JONES, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California, duly authorized
to administer oaths pursuant to Section 2025 of the
California Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby
certify that

SHARON STOVEZKY,
the witness in the foregoing deposition, was by me
duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth in the within-entitled cause;
that said testimony of said witness was reported by
me, a disinterested person, and was thereafter

transcribed under my direction into typewriting and

is a true and correct transcription of said
proceedings.

I further certify that I am not of counsel or
attorney for either or any of the parties in the
foregoing deposition and caption named, nor in any
way interested in the outcome of the cause named in
said deposition dated the = day of

. 2024,
4ﬂ, %} | )

ELAINA BULDA-JONES, CSR 11720
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