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you've never been shown these docunents by your
counsel ?

A. Not to nmy recollection.

Q Can you start by talking to nme a little bit
about your educational background? Where did you go
to coll ege?

A. | went to university at UC Berkeley. |
started as a political science major and took a
doubl e major in conputer science.

Q. And then did you get a secondary degree?

A. No.

Q. So you don't have a master's degree or a
PhD in anything; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. How long did it take you to conplete this
doubl e maj or?

A. Four years.

Q And then did you imedi ately enter the

wor kforce after that?

A. | did.
MR. OLIVER: Okay. |1'mgoing to hand
you -- or my colleague is going to hand you what

we're going to mark as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2, which
| believe you will recognize.

Iy
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(Exhibit 2 was marked for
i dentification and is attached to the
transcript.)
MR. CHAPUT: Charles, try and keep your
voi ce up so that we can make sure the court reporter
hears you.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MR. OLI VER:
Q VWhile you're | ooking at that, M. Sisnondo,
| have handed you a printed-out copy of your
Li nkedl n profile.
Does that seemto be correct?
A. This seens to be correct, but | haven't
finished | ooking through it.
Q. Ckay. You agree that this is a copy of
your Linkedln profile?
A. Yes.
Q M. Sisnondo, did you draft your Linkedln
profile yourself?
A | did.
Q Okay. 1'll represent to you that we
printed this out and saved it in the [ast two weeks.
Do you have any reason to doubt that?
A. No.

Q If we did that, has your resune, as

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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represented on Linkedln, changed in any material way
in that tinme?

A. No.

MR. CHAPUT: |'m just going to note, there
seens to be sone sort of marginal comment or tracked
change on the | ast page of this. |'mnot certain
what that is, but | just wanted to note that that
seens odd if it is just a printout of a webpage.

MR. OLIVER: Are you tal king about the
comment that says "Sel ect |anguage, English"?

MR. CHAPUT: Yes. | nean, obviously, that
by itself is not an issue, but | just noted that it
was there and needed to make that record.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. Sir -- M. Sisnondo, is there anything
material mssing fromthis Linkedln profile as it
rel ates to your experience?

A. No.

Q So as far as you can tell, this is a full
and accurate representation of your education and
your wor ki ng experience?

A. It is a good summary of it. There's nmany
things |'ve done in nmy career that aren't listed on
here, but position by position and the highlights

are definitely there.
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Q. Of course.

I's there anything in particular in your
experience or education that's not on this Linkedln
profile that you think is relevant to today's
testinony?

And |'m tal king education or experience.
' m not tal king what you actually did at Meta.
We'll get into that.

A. The thing that would be relevant is the
know edge | have in terms of -- subject matter in
terms of well-being that | got fromex-wife in terns
of her education in the subject matter of soci al
wor k.

Q. So you were married. What was your
ex-wi fe's name?

A I

Q. B \os what? Was she a
psychiatrist? a therapist?

A. Just to correct, |- Sc R
B She ended up being a social worker
specializing in hel ping people with PTSD. She,
bef ore that education, worked at eating disorder
recovery treatnent areas.

Q How | ong were you and |l -- did | get
that right?

Golkow Technologies,
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A That's correct.

Q How | ong were you and | l] rerried?

A. 17 years.

Q When did you-all divorce?

A | believe that it was marked in 2018. It
started in 2017, in the process.

Q. During your 17 years of marriage, was she
al ways -- strike that.

Her education qualified her in her areas as

a social worker. Did she always have that education
during your marriage?

A. No.

Q. At what point did she get that education

during your 17 years of marriage?

A. Let me renmenmber the specific time. It
woul d have been -- it ended in 2010. She got a
master's in social work from USC. | believe that

was a four-year part-time program So from 2006 to
2010.

Q. Bef ore 2010, was she working in, |like, a
t herapy or social work setting?

A. No.

Q. Did she have any personal nonwork-rel ated
experiences with eating disorders or PTSD?

A. She was a recovered eating disorder.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q. Did you know t hat when you married her?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. Before 2010 when she received her
master's, did you-all have occasion to tal k about
her experience with eating disorders?

A. Yes.

Q. And | gather your answer is that is
sonmet hing that infornms your testinony today because
you have personal experience with eating disorders?

A. Yes. In ternms of know ng about eating
di sorders, know ng recovery and that, yes.

Q. So did you talk to her about the causes of
her eating disorder?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you talk to her about the recovery from
her eating disorder?

A. Yes.

Q She told you it was sonething that,
al t hough you can have recovery from you're never
totally free of it. |Is that fair?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: That's not exactly true. She

did not have -- once she had recovered for a certain
period of time, there was no draw there. She worked

to help others in those communities go forward, but

Golkow Technologies,
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| don't think it's accurate to say that there was a
persistent thing after that.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. VWhi ch eating disorder did she have?

A. She had both anorexia at one point and

bulima at one point.

Q. How ol d was she when she had those?
A. When she had anorexia, | believe this was
I n her beginning of university. |'m probably not

going to get the time frames exactly right.

Q. It's okay.

A. So that would have been 18 or 19. She had
bulima to her early 20s.

Q. How | ong -- so roughly four years? |Is that
what you're telling ne?

A. Yeah. That sounds about right in the tinme
frame.

Q How | ong did her recovery period take, if
you know?

A. It's kind of hard to peg, |ike, when
recovery starts, when soneone enters that. | would
say probably a year and a half to two years, it was
the full recovery trajectory before there was no
recurrence of

Q And did you neet her after she was

Golkow Technologies,
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recovered from her anorexia and bulima, or did you

meet her during?

A. | met her during. She was in recovery path
at the tinme, but she had not -- she was stil
rel apsi ng.

Q. What types of doctors did she see to help
her recover?

MR. CHAPUT: So |I'm going to object at this
point. We're getting pretty deep into the weeds on
a nonparty individual's personal health history.

And | do not see the relevance of this third party's
personal history to this matter, in particular the
| evel of detail we're getting into her specific
medi cal treatnment.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. M . Sisnondo, what types of doctors did
your wife see to help her in her recovery?

A. To ny knowl edge, she didn't see any doctors
I n her recovery.

Q. Did she get any kind of help with her
recovery other than support from you?

A. She was part of support communities that
were eating disorder recovery comunities.

Q So after -- did she have any long-term to

your knowl edge, health effects associated with her

Golkow Technologies,
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anorexia and bulima, |ike physical effects?
A. Not to my know edge.
Q After 2010 when she received her master's

i n social work, she then went on to a career where
she worked with people recovering from eating
di sorders and PTSD; true?

A. Not true.

Q. Ckay. Vhat did she do after she received
her master's in 20107

A. She then pivoted to taking care of her nom
who suffered from denenti a.

Q. Okay. But at sone point she began to work
with people who were suffering fromeating disorders
and PTSD; correct?

A. So for the eating disorders, that was
previous to the master's in ternms of the recovery
community and setup and then part during her
education, kind of |like an internship. And then
there was social work internships during that tinme
whi ch were PTSD-focused.

And then |'m not sure what she does
post di vorce, but she wasn't working up to the
di vor ce.
Q To your know edge, did she ever have any

experience working with people with anxiety and

Golkow Technologies,
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depression in a professional capacity?
A. Not to my know edge.
Q So you -- we began this conversation by you

telling nme that you had some specific experience
t hat wasn't on your Linkedln profile; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. That specific experience was the fact that
your ex-wi fe has expertise in eating disorders and

PTSD; true?

A. | don't knowif I'd call it expertise
broadly in terms of, like, a range of depth. As
someone who recovered -- was in it and was part of

t he recovering community, she has that know edge,
and then in social work training in general in terns
of overall treatnent.

Q. You woul d agree that, about these subjects,
she had nmore know edge than the average person;
true?

A. Yes.

Q. You woul d agree that she had participated
to help herself recover and others recover from
t hese di seases; true?

A. Yes.

Q The point you were trying to nmake when you

answered nmy original question was sinmply that you

Golkow Technologies,
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know nore about these conditions than the average
person because of your experiences and conversations
with your own wife; true?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MR. OLI VER:
Q. Okay. So that's not on your Linkedln
profile.

Ot herwi se, does your Linkedln profile
appear to be a good summary of your experience and
your educational qualifications?

A. As | previously responded, it doesn't have
all the details; it has the highlights. But it's a
good run-through, yes.

Q. Sur e.

And as we go through your previous work
experience and your educational qualifications, |
noted that, other than the experience with your
wi fe, you did not, before joining Meta, have any
prof essi onal experience with the topic of teen
mental health; correct?

A. That is correct.
Q. You did not have any professional
experience with the topic of nmental health at all

when you joined Meta; true?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. True.

Q. Since joining Meta, not including things
t hat you read as part of your job, you never
underwent any formal training in any nmental health
di sorder; true?

A. True.

Q. For exanple, Meta never sponsored cl asses
for the engineers to | earn about nental health
| ssues?

MR. CHAPUT:. Object to the form

THE W TNESS: Meta did not sponsor any
cl asses for engineers on that subject, no.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. So as we do this, M. Sisnondo, one of the
things that's going to happen is we're going to junp
in from-- there's sonme procedural issues, and then
there's sone substantive issues. So occasionally
l'mgoing to junp from substantive topic, sonmething
we just discussed, to a procedural topic, sonething
' m about to ask you about.

At Meta, while you were -- well, first of
all, let me get this straight. You still work at
Meta; correct?

A. That is correct.

Q And you changed positions in 20247

Golkow Technologies,
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A. That is correct.

Q. You went fromthe Instagram well-being team
to what?

A. The citizenship teamin Horizon Wrlds.

Q Horizon Worlds is Meta's netaverse product;
Is that correct?

A. It is a part of the metaverse product.

Q. Can you explain to nme what the netaverse

product is and then also explain to me what Horizon
Worl ds is?

A. Yes. The netaverse product is associ ated
with their m xed-reality headset, Meta Quest. And
t he Horizon Worlds product is a specific platform
where creators can create an experience for users.

Q. So is this a sort of a virtual reality
vi deo gane?

A. It can include that. It's -- you can make
gane experiences. You can make other experiences as
wel | .

Q. What ot her types of experiences can you
make in this nmetaverse product?

A. Anyt hing that would be made in terns of an
enbodi ed experience. So you could make a, you know,
si mul ated apartnment. You could make a cooperative

puzzle-solving thing. |It's really -- you can think

Golkow Technologies,
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of it like a developnment platform And so a creator
can create an experience that's on the m xed-reality
headset that people can take part in.
Q. And t he people who take part in the
met aver se product that you're tal king about woul d be
ot her users of that product; correct?
A. Correct.
Q. You coul d create sexual experiences on that
product; true?
MR. CHAPUT:. Object to the form
THE W TNESS: You cannot create
public-facing experiences |ike that on the product
because that's against policy. So that gets caught
inin-world review. |If you have a private
| ocked- down experience, that's outside, just as if
someone would create an app individually and keep it
privately.
BY MR. OLI VER:
Q So privately you could create a sexua
experience on the platformw th another user?
MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: You don't create themwth
ot her users. You create, like, a setting. It's
| i ke creating an app or a world or a flip -- 1like,

that's kind of the anal ogy.

Golkow Technologies,
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in terms of interventions in the |ast year that |
was with them

So I don't know what their current state
is. To my know edge, they are not.

Q Since its inception, Instagram s | argest

audi ence has been teenagers; right?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form

THE W TNESS: Conpletely false. A vast --
al nost -- there's over a billion people on the
platform In '"21 in particular -- 1 don't know if
we' ve been | osing our market share with youth. So
we've actually lost product market fit with youth in
that time frame. So its biggest -- |like, just by
sheer numbers, youth was not its biggest audience.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. And | m sspoke because | used the word
"largest,"” but | have seen -- and we'll | ook at
them | nmean, you may di sagree, but | have seen

docunent after docunent that says that |Instagranm s
nost i nportant audi ence was youth, was teenagers.
s that true?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form

THE W TNESS: Staying relevant with the
youth was -- was inportant for the product.

Iy
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BY MR. OLI VER:

Q And that -- as long as you' ve been there,
that's al ways been true; right?

A. | would actually say that that focus -- so
| don't know in terms of 2019 and 2020. Alarm bells
started going off as youth ceased using the platform
or engaging the platformas nmuch, which made it a
focus of | eadership.

It's al ways been an inmportant cohort, but
t he enphasis, in ternms of the -- it being a priority
cohort to focus on froma safety and product
st andpoint was, | believe, nmore in 2022. | can't
remenber if in 2021 they started getting nore
focused.

Q. So | want to go back to the docunent, but I
want to ask you a question. So you told nme that
when there -- there was a period of tinme when youth
started | eaving the product and it became a focus;
ri ght?

A. That is correct.

Q Your best estimate of the time that youth
started | eaving the product was 2022; is that right?

A. I --

MR. CHAPUT:. Object to the form
THE WTNESS: | think the trend probably

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. Is it that you don't remenber, or is it
that there's a better witness to answer that
guestion?

A. For a conprehensive end-to-end | ook at
parental controls, there's probably a better w tness
to answer that question.

Q. Ckay. Who woul d that wi tness be, based on
your experience?

A. | would probably talk to a product manager.
And | don't remenber who the product manager was for
that. But as an engi neering manager, being
executionally focused, that's nmore ny area of
expertise; and in the parental controls realm it
was that there was a shorter stint conpared to the
ot her disciplines we were tal king about. But |
don't have a specific nane.

MR. OLIVER: Let's mark as Plaintiff's
Exhi bit 21 META3047NMDL-020-00691221.

(Exhibit 21 was marked for

identification and is attached to the

transcript.)

THE WTNESS: Can | read the full thing
since it's short?

Iy

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N N NN N P P PR R R R R R
ga A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2885-8 Filed 03/26/26 Page 21 of 26

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 501

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Yeah. Pl ease.

A. Yep. |'ve read it.

Q So this, M. Sisnondo, is a conversation
fromyourself and |} correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. It's obviously an internal Meta docunent;
right?

A. This is correct.

Q. And it is fromthe tinme period of 2020,
which is shortly after you joined the Instagram
wel | - being teanm true?

A. This is true. And it looks like it's right
at the start of the pandem c.

Q B suooests sonething about radical

things as in specific projects; correct?

A. At this point in time, the teamis
brand-new. | recall this research had just cone
about. So this is referring to the initial

brai nstorm ng and possi ble things and how what he's
asking for is really appetite for radical thinking,
which | believe |I'"mbasically saying that's
| mportant.

Q And he reports to you or you report to hinf

A He reports to -- he may have reported

Golkow Technologies,
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directly to me at this time, but he reported to
B But | think at this point he's reporting
to | who, therefore, reported to me. So he's
on my team

Q So I says:

"I think the radical nove is that
the teami s vision should be to nove
| nstagram out of the position of being
uni quely worst for teens' soci al
conpari son and body i mge."
Did I read that correctly?

A. You di d.

Q. Do you agree that at the tinme |Instagram was
uni quely the worst for teens' social conparison and
body i mage?

A. What he is tal king about is the research we
referred to, and that research fromthe qualitative
st andpoi nt showed the teens' opinions were that this
was the case.

Q And . who worked with you, clearly
believed it; correct?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: That's true.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q And you agreed with himthat radical noves
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were inportant; right?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form

THE WTNESS: It's very inmportant for all
brai nstorm ng that we think big, that we do radical
things that actually really nove the needle. That
I's what we want to do to make progress. So if we
limt our thinking, we m ght not benefit our user as
much.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q B oces on to say:

"It's the only social nmedia app
that's consistently placed into the
"high effect on feeling bad about
mysel f.""

Correct?

A. That is what he states.

Q And that quote is based on the research you
just told nme about teenagers saying it has a high
effect of making ne feel bad about nyself; right?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: That is ny understandi ng.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. Now, what you said in response to him about

radi cal thinking was:

"I think it is really inportant to
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you do the research at that tinme. And .
Q And, to your nenory, is that -- you
mentioned earlier a termcalled "aggregated data."
Was t hat aggregated data that you woul d be
wor ki ng on in studying that nighttime usage process?
A. | can't remenber specifically, but npst
li kely yes.
MR. JANSSEN: Okay. That's all | have.
"1l pass the wi tness.
Thank you, M. Sisnmondo. | appreciate it.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. BAI G
Q. Good afternoon, M. Sisnondo. |'m Aelish
Baig. I'mwth Robbins Geller. W represent the

plaintiffs, including the State of Arkansas. You'l
be happy to hear | don't have a | ot of questions for
you.

| believe you agreed yesterday that during
your tenure at Meta, Meta endeavored to expand its
yout h user base; correct?

MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
BY MS. BAI G

Q Yest erday and today.

A. Specifically, Instagram was focused on the
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teen retention and growth.
Q Okay. And it was focused al so on
i ncreasing teen engagement; correct?
MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: Teen engagenent broadly
descri bed by engagenent metrics.
BY MS. BAI G
Q. And woul d you agree that it does so, at

| east in part, by collecting information about its
yout h users?
MR. CHAPUT: Object to the form
BY MS. BAI G
Q. For exanple, collecting informtion about
searches that any particular user m ght be making.
MR. CHAPUT: Sanme obj ection.
THE W TNESS: | have no expertise in how we
do that side of the business.
BY MS. BAI G
Q Okay. So you have no understanding as to
whet her I nstagram collects information about its
yout h users?
A. Correct.
Q. And woul d you agree that |Instagramtargets
advertising to its youth users?

A. ' m actually not aware of our advertising
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I, JENNY L. GRIFFIN, hereby certify:

That I am a certified shorthand reporter in and
for the County of Alameda, State of California;

Prior to being examined, CHARLES SISMONDO, the
witness named in the foregoing deposition, was by me
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth; that said deposition was
taken pursuant to notice at the time and place therein
set forth, and was taken down by me in stenotype and
thereafter transcribed by means of computer-aided
transcription, and that said deposition is a true
record of the testimony given by the witness.

I further certify that I am neither counsel for
nor related in any way to any party to said action, nor
otherwise interested in the outcome thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my

Y e

JENNY L. GRIFFIN, CSR #3969

name October 30, 2024.

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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