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1 you've never been shown these documents by your

2 counsel?

3     A.   Not to my recollection.

4     Q.   Can you start by talking to me a little bit

5 about your educational background?  Where did you go

6 to college?

7     A.   I went to university at UC Berkeley.  I

8 started as a political science major and took a

9 double major in computer science.

10     Q.   And then did you get a secondary degree?

11     A.   No.

12     Q.   So you don't have a master's degree or a

13 PhD in anything; correct?

14     A.   Correct.

15     Q.   How long did it take you to complete this

16 double major?

17     A.   Four years.

18     Q.   And then did you immediately enter the

19 workforce after that?

20     A.   I did.

21          MR. OLIVER:  Okay.  I'm going to hand

22 you -- or my colleague is going to hand you what

23 we're going to mark as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2, which

24 I believe you will recognize.

25 ///
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1          (Exhibit 2 was marked for

2          identification and is attached to the

3          transcript.)

4          MR. CHAPUT:  Charles, try and keep your

5 voice up so that we can make sure the court reporter

6 hears you.

7          THE WITNESS:  Okay.

8 BY MR. OLIVER:

9     Q.   While you're looking at that, Mr. Sismondo,

10 I have handed you a printed-out copy of your

11 LinkedIn profile.

12          Does that seem to be correct?

13     A.   This seems to be correct, but I haven't

14 finished looking through it.

15     Q.   Okay.  You agree that this is a copy of

16 your LinkedIn profile?

17     A.   Yes.

18     Q.   Mr. Sismondo, did you draft your LinkedIn

19 profile yourself?

20     A.   I did.

21     Q.   Okay.  I'll represent to you that we

22 printed this out and saved it in the last two weeks.

23          Do you have any reason to doubt that?

24     A.   No.

25     Q.   If we did that, has your resume, as
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1 represented on LinkedIn, changed in any material way

2 in that time?

3     A.   No.

4          MR. CHAPUT:  I'm just going to note, there

5 seems to be some sort of marginal comment or tracked

6 change on the last page of this.  I'm not certain

7 what that is, but I just wanted to note that that

8 seems odd if it is just a printout of a webpage.

9          MR. OLIVER:  Are you talking about the

10 comment that says "Select language, English"?

11          MR. CHAPUT:  Yes.  I mean, obviously, that

12 by itself is not an issue, but I just noted that it

13 was there and needed to make that record.

14 BY MR. OLIVER:

15     Q.   Sir -- Mr. Sismondo, is there anything

16 material missing from this LinkedIn profile as it

17 relates to your experience?

18     A.   No.

19     Q.   So as far as you can tell, this is a full

20 and accurate representation of your education and

21 your working experience?

22     A.   It is a good summary of it.  There's many

23 things I've done in my career that aren't listed on

24 here, but position by position and the highlights

25 are definitely there.
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1     Q.   Of course.

2          Is there anything in particular in your

3 experience or education that's not on this LinkedIn

4 profile that you think is relevant to today's

5 testimony?

6          And I'm talking education or experience.

7 I'm not talking what you actually did at Meta.

8 We'll get into that.

9     A.   The thing that would be relevant is the

10 knowledge I have in terms of -- subject matter in

11 terms of well-being that I got from ex-wife in terms

12 of her education in the subject matter of social

13 work.

14     Q.   So you were married.  What was your

15 ex-wife's name?

16     A.   .

17     Q.   , was what?  Was she a

18 psychiatrist? a therapist?

19     A.   Just to correct, .  So 

20 .  She ended up being a social worker

21 specializing in helping people with PTSD.  She,

22 before that education, worked at eating disorder

23 recovery treatment areas.

24     Q.   How long were you and  -- did I get

25 that right?
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1     A.   That's correct.

2     Q.   How long were you and  married?

3     A.   17 years.

4     Q.   When did you-all divorce?

5     A.   I believe that it was marked in 2018.  It

6 started in 2017, in the process.

7     Q.   During your 17 years of marriage, was she

8 always -- strike that.

9          Her education qualified her in her areas as

10 a social worker.  Did she always have that education

11 during your marriage?

12     A.   No.

13     Q.   At what point did she get that education

14 during your 17 years of marriage?

15     A.   Let me remember the specific time.  It

16 would have been -- it ended in 2010.  She got a

17 master's in social work from USC.  I believe that

18 was a four-year part-time program.  So from 2006 to

19 2010.

20     Q.   Before 2010, was she working in, like, a

21 therapy or social work setting?

22     A.   No.

23     Q.   Did she have any personal nonwork-related

24 experiences with eating disorders or PTSD?

25     A.   She was a recovered eating disorder.
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1     Q.   Did you know that when you married her?

2     A.   Yes.

3     Q.   Okay.  Before 2010 when she received her

4 master's, did you-all have occasion to talk about

5 her experience with eating disorders?

6     A.   Yes.

7     Q.   And I gather your answer is that is

8 something that informs your testimony today because

9 you have personal experience with eating disorders?

10     A.   Yes.  In terms of knowing about eating

11 disorders, knowing recovery and that, yes.

12     Q.   So did you talk to her about the causes of

13 her eating disorder?

14     A.   Yes.

15     Q.   Did you talk to her about the recovery from

16 her eating disorder?

17     A.   Yes.

18     Q.   She told you it was something that,

19 although you can have recovery from, you're never

20 totally free of it.  Is that fair?

21          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

22          THE WITNESS:  That's not exactly true.  She

23 did not have -- once she had recovered for a certain

24 period of time, there was no draw there.  She worked

25 to help others in those communities go forward, but
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1 I don't think it's accurate to say that there was a

2 persistent thing after that.

3 BY MR. OLIVER:

4     Q.   Which eating disorder did she have?

5     A.   She had both anorexia at one point and

6 bulimia at one point.

7     Q.   How old was she when she had those?

8     A.   When she had anorexia, I believe this was

9 in her beginning of university.  I'm probably not

10 going to get the time frames exactly right.

11     Q.   It's okay.

12     A.   So that would have been 18 or 19.  She had

13 bulimia to her early 20s.

14     Q.   How long -- so roughly four years?  Is that

15 what you're telling me?

16     A.   Yeah.  That sounds about right in the time

17 frame.

18     Q.   How long did her recovery period take, if

19 you know?

20     A.   It's kind of hard to peg, like, when

21 recovery starts, when someone enters that.  I would

22 say probably a year and a half to two years, it was

23 the full recovery trajectory before there was no

24 recurrence of . . .

25     Q.   And did you meet her after she was
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1 recovered from her anorexia and bulimia, or did you

2 meet her during?

3     A.   I met her during.  She was in recovery path

4 at the time, but she had not -- she was still

5 relapsing.

6     Q.   What types of doctors did she see to help

7 her recover?

8          MR. CHAPUT:  So I'm going to object at this

9 point.  We're getting pretty deep into the weeds on

10 a nonparty individual's personal health history.

11 And I do not see the relevance of this third party's

12 personal history to this matter, in particular the

13 level of detail we're getting into her specific

14 medical treatment.

15 BY MR. OLIVER:

16     Q.   Mr. Sismondo, what types of doctors did

17 your wife see to help her in her recovery?

18     A.   To my knowledge, she didn't see any doctors

19 in her recovery.

20     Q.   Did she get any kind of help with her

21 recovery other than support from you?

22     A.   She was part of support communities that

23 were eating disorder recovery communities.

24     Q.   So after -- did she have any long-term, to

25 your knowledge, health effects associated with her
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1 anorexia and bulimia, like physical effects?

2     A.   Not to my knowledge.

3     Q.   After 2010 when she received her master's

4 in social work, she then went on to a career where

5 she worked with people recovering from eating

6 disorders and PTSD; true?

7     A.   Not true.

8     Q.   Okay.  What did she do after she received

9 her master's in 2010?

10     A.   She then pivoted to taking care of her mom,

11 who suffered from dementia.

12     Q.   Okay.  But at some point she began to work

13 with people who were suffering from eating disorders

14 and PTSD; correct?

15     A.   So for the eating disorders, that was

16 previous to the master's in terms of the recovery

17 community and setup and then part during her

18 education, kind of like an internship.  And then

19 there was social work internships during that time

20 which were PTSD-focused.

21          And then I'm not sure what she does

22 postdivorce, but she wasn't working up to the

23 divorce.

24     Q.   To your knowledge, did she ever have any

25 experience working with people with anxiety and
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1 depression in a professional capacity?

2     A.   Not to my knowledge.

3     Q.   So you -- we began this conversation by you

4 telling me that you had some specific experience

5 that wasn't on your LinkedIn profile; correct?

6     A.   Yes.

7     Q.   That specific experience was the fact that

8 your ex-wife has expertise in eating disorders and

9 PTSD; true?

10     A.   I don't know if I'd call it expertise

11 broadly in terms of, like, a range of depth.  As

12 someone who recovered -- was in it and was part of

13 the recovering community, she has that knowledge,

14 and then in social work training in general in terms

15 of overall treatment.

16     Q.   You would agree that, about these subjects,

17 she had more knowledge than the average person;

18 true?

19     A.   Yes.

20     Q.   You would agree that she had participated

21 to help herself recover and others recover from

22 these diseases; true?

23     A.   Yes.

24     Q.   The point you were trying to make when you

25 answered my original question was simply that you
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1 know more about these conditions than the average

2 person because of your experiences and conversations

3 with your own wife; true?

4          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

5          THE WITNESS:  Yes.

6 BY MR. OLIVER:

7     Q.   Okay.  So that's not on your LinkedIn

8 profile.

9          Otherwise, does your LinkedIn profile

10 appear to be a good summary of your experience and

11 your educational qualifications?

12     A.   As I previously responded, it doesn't have

13 all the details; it has the highlights.  But it's a

14 good run-through, yes.

15     Q.   Sure.

16          And as we go through your previous work

17 experience and your educational qualifications, I

18 noted that, other than the experience with your

19 wife, you did not, before joining Meta, have any

20 professional experience with the topic of teen

21 mental health; correct?

22     A.   That is correct.

23     Q.   You did not have any professional

24 experience with the topic of mental health at all

25 when you joined Meta; true?
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1     A.   True.

2     Q.   Since joining Meta, not including things

3 that you read as part of your job, you never

4 underwent any formal training in any mental health

5 disorder; true?

6     A.   True.

7     Q.   For example, Meta never sponsored classes

8 for the engineers to learn about mental health

9 issues?

10          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

11          THE WITNESS:  Meta did not sponsor any

12 classes for engineers on that subject, no.

13 BY MR. OLIVER:

14     Q.   So as we do this, Mr. Sismondo, one of the

15 things that's going to happen is we're going to jump

16 in from -- there's some procedural issues, and then

17 there's some substantive issues.  So occasionally

18 I'm going to jump from substantive topic, something

19 we just discussed, to a procedural topic, something

20 I'm about to ask you about.

21          At Meta, while you were -- well, first of

22 all, let me get this straight.  You still work at

23 Meta; correct?

24     A.   That is correct.

25     Q.   And you changed positions in 2024?
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1     A.   That is correct.

2     Q.   You went from the Instagram well-being team

3 to what?

4     A.   The citizenship team in Horizon Worlds.

5     Q.   Horizon Worlds is Meta's metaverse product;

6 is that correct?

7     A.   It is a part of the metaverse product.

8     Q.   Can you explain to me what the metaverse

9 product is and then also explain to me what Horizon

10 Worlds is?

11     A.   Yes.  The metaverse product is associated

12 with their mixed-reality headset, Meta Quest.  And

13 the Horizon Worlds product is a specific platform

14 where creators can create an experience for users.

15     Q.   So is this a sort of a virtual reality

16 video game?

17     A.   It can include that.  It's -- you can make

18 game experiences.  You can make other experiences as

19 well.

20     Q.   What other types of experiences can you

21 make in this metaverse product?

22     A.   Anything that would be made in terms of an

23 embodied experience.  So you could make a, you know,

24 simulated apartment.  You could make a cooperative

25 puzzle-solving thing.  It's really -- you can think
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1 of it like a development platform.  And so a creator

2 can create an experience that's on the mixed-reality

3 headset that people can take part in.

4     Q.   And the people who take part in the

5 metaverse product that you're talking about would be

6 other users of that product; correct?

7     A.   Correct.

8     Q.   You could create sexual experiences on that

9 product; true?

10          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

11          THE WITNESS:  You cannot create

12 public-facing experiences like that on the product

13 because that's against policy.  So that gets caught

14 in in-world review.  If you have a private

15 locked-down experience, that's outside, just as if

16 someone would create an app individually and keep it

17 privately.

18 BY MR. OLIVER:

19     Q.   So privately you could create a sexual

20 experience on the platform with another user?

21          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

22          THE WITNESS:  You don't create them with

23 other users.  You create, like, a setting.  It's

24 like creating an app or a world or a flip -- like,

25 that's kind of the analogy.
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1 in terms of interventions in the last year that I

2 was with them.

3          So I don't know what their current state

4 is.  To my knowledge, they are not.

5     Q.   Since its inception, Instagram's largest

6 audience has been teenagers; right?

7          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

8          THE WITNESS:  Completely false.  A vast --

9 almost -- there's over a billion people on the

10 platform.  In '21 in particular -- I don't know if

11 we've been losing our market share with youth.  So

12 we've actually lost product market fit with youth in

13 that time frame.  So its biggest -- like, just by

14 sheer numbers, youth was not its biggest audience.

15 BY MR. OLIVER:

16     Q.   And I misspoke because I used the word

17 "largest," but I have seen -- and we'll look at

18 them.  I mean, you may disagree, but I have seen

19 document after document that says that Instagram's

20 most important audience was youth, was teenagers.

21 Is that true?

22          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

23          THE WITNESS:  Staying relevant with the

24 youth was -- was important for the product.

25 ///
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1 BY MR. OLIVER:

2     Q.   And that -- as long as you've been there,

3 that's always been true; right?

4     A.   I would actually say that that focus -- so

5 I don't know in terms of 2019 and 2020.  Alarm bells

6 started going off as youth ceased using the platform

7 or engaging the platform as much, which made it a

8 focus of leadership.

9          It's always been an important cohort, but

10 the emphasis, in terms of the -- it being a priority

11 cohort to focus on from a safety and product

12 standpoint was, I believe, more in 2022.  I can't

13 remember if in 2021 they started getting more

14 focused.

15     Q.   So I want to go back to the document, but I

16 want to ask you a question.  So you told me that

17 when there -- there was a period of time when youth

18 started leaving the product and it became a focus;

19 right?

20     A.   That is correct.

21     Q.   Your best estimate of the time that youth

22 started leaving the product was 2022; is that right?

23     A.   I --

24          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

25          THE WITNESS:  I think the trend probably
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1 BY MR. OLIVER:

2     Q.   Is it that you don't remember, or is it

3 that there's a better witness to answer that

4 question?

5     A.   For a comprehensive end-to-end look at

6 parental controls, there's probably a better witness

7 to answer that question.

8     Q.   Okay.  Who would that witness be, based on

9 your experience?

10     A.   I would probably talk to a product manager.

11 And I don't remember who the product manager was for

12 that.  But as an engineering manager, being

13 executionally focused, that's more my area of

14 expertise; and in the parental controls realm, it

15 was that there was a shorter stint compared to the

16 other disciplines we were talking about.  But I

17 don't have a specific name.

18          MR. OLIVER:  Let's mark as Plaintiff's

19 Exhibit 21 META3047MDL-020-00691221.

20          (Exhibit 21 was marked for

21          identification and is attached to the

22          transcript.)

23          THE WITNESS:  Can I read the full thing

24 since it's short?

25 ///
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1 BY MR. OLIVER:

2     Q.   Yeah.  Please.

3     A.   Yep.  I've read it.

4     Q.   So this, Mr. Sismondo, is a conversation

5 from yourself and ; correct?

6     A.   That is correct.

7     Q.   It's obviously an internal Meta document;

8 right?

9     A.   This is correct.

10     Q.   And it is from the time period of 2020,

11 which is shortly after you joined the Instagram

12 well-being team; true?

13     A.   This is true.  And it looks like it's right

14 at the start of the pandemic.

15     Q.    suggests something about radical

16 things as in specific projects; correct?

17     A.   At this point in time, the team is

18 brand-new.  I recall this research had just come

19 about.  So this is referring to the initial

20 brainstorming and possible things and how what he's

21 asking for is really appetite for radical thinking,

22 which I believe I'm basically saying that's

23 important.

24     Q.   And he reports to you or you report to him?

25     A.   He reports to -- he may have reported
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1 directly to me at this time, but he reported to

2 .  But I think at this point he's reporting

3 to , who, therefore, reported to me.  So he's

4 on my team.

5     Q.   So  says:

6               "I think the radical move is that

7          the team's vision should be to move

8          Instagram out of the position of being

9          uniquely worst for teens' social

10          comparison and body image."

11          Did I read that correctly?

12     A.   You did.

13     Q.   Do you agree that at the time Instagram was

14 uniquely the worst for teens' social comparison and

15 body image?

16     A.   What he is talking about is the research we

17 referred to, and that research from the qualitative

18 standpoint showed the teens' opinions were that this

19 was the case.

20     Q.   And , who worked with you, clearly

21 believed it; correct?

22          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

23          THE WITNESS:  That's true.

24 BY MR. OLIVER:

25     Q.   And you agreed with him that radical moves
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1 were important; right?

2          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

3          THE WITNESS:  It's very important for all

4 brainstorming that we think big, that we do radical

5 things that actually really move the needle.  That

6 is what we want to do to make progress.  So if we

7 limit our thinking, we might not benefit our user as

8 much.

9 BY MR. OLIVER:

10     Q.    goes on to say:

11               "It's the only social media app

12          that's consistently placed into the

13          'high effect on feeling bad about

14          myself.'"

15          Correct?

16     A.   That is what he states.

17     Q.   And that quote is based on the research you

18 just told me about teenagers saying it has a high

19 effect of making me feel bad about myself; right?

20          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

21          THE WITNESS:  That is my understanding.

22 BY MR. OLIVER:

23     Q.   Now, what you said in response to him about

24 radical thinking was:

25               "I think it is really important to
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1 you do the research at that time.  And . . .

2     Q.   And, to your memory, is that -- you

3 mentioned earlier a term called "aggregated data."

4          Was that aggregated data that you would be

5 working on in studying that nighttime usage process?

6     A.   I can't remember specifically, but most

7 likely yes.

8          MR. JANSSEN:  Okay.  That's all I have.

9 I'll pass the witness.

10          Thank you, Mr. Sismondo.  I appreciate it.

11          THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

12                      EXAMINATION

13 BY MS. BAIG:

14     Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Sismondo.  I'm Aelish

15 Baig.  I'm with Robbins Geller.  We represent the

16 plaintiffs, including the State of Arkansas.  You'll

17 be happy to hear I don't have a lot of questions for

18 you.

19          I believe you agreed yesterday that during

20 your tenure at Meta, Meta endeavored to expand its

21 youth user base; correct?

22          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

23 BY MS. BAIG:

24     Q.   Yesterday and today.

25     A.   Specifically, Instagram was focused on the
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1 teen retention and growth.

2     Q.   Okay.  And it was focused also on

3 increasing teen engagement; correct?

4          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

5          THE WITNESS:  Teen engagement broadly

6 described by engagement metrics.

7 BY MS. BAIG:

8     Q.   And would you agree that it does so, at

9 least in part, by collecting information about its

10 youth users?

11          MR. CHAPUT:  Object to the form.

12 BY MS. BAIG:

13     Q.   For example, collecting information about

14 searches that any particular user might be making.

15          MR. CHAPUT:  Same objection.

16          THE WITNESS:  I have no expertise in how we

17 do that side of the business.

18 BY MS. BAIG:

19     Q.   Okay.  So you have no understanding as to

20 whether Instagram collects information about its

21 youth users?

22     A.   Correct.

23     Q.   And would you agree that Instagram targets

24 advertising to its youth users?

25     A.   I'm actually not aware of our advertising
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