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AUGUST 13, 2025 9:13 AM PACIFIC TI ME
PROCEEDI NGS

MORNI NG SESSI ON

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Here begins the
vi deot aped deposition of Dr. Ferrara. Today's date
s August 13, 2025. The tinme on the record is
9:13 a.m MW nane is Tim Hunter, your | egal
vi deographer. Qur court reporter is
Kat hl een Mal t bi e.

Counsel, would you please introduce
yoursel ves and state whom you represent for the
record, starting with noticing counsel, and the
witness will be sworn.

MR. OLIVER: Good norning. Lance Oiver
from Motl eyRice, and | represent the MDL personal
Injury plaintiffs and school district plaintiffs in
this Multidistrict litigation. Wth nme, ny
paral egal, Katy Lawri nore.

MS. BARNHART: Lindsey Barnhart,
Covington & Burling, for the Meta defendants, and
' mjoined by my coll eague, Patrick Nutter.

MS. SHEI KH: Shaheen Shei kh for the State
of Col orado on behalf of the MDL State Attorney

Gener al s.
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MR. PHELPS: Brian Phel ps and Ji nmy Webb
for the State of Tennessee from our office here as
well. Good norning, everybody.

MR. OLIVER: |Is that everybody?

MS. AGEE: Al ex Agee, Bass Berry & Sins,
for Meta.

MS. DAVIDSON: Callie Davidson from W | son
Sonsini for defendants Google and YouTube.

MR. OLI VER: Anybody el se?

Gr eat .

Dr. Ferrara, are you ready to begin?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

THE REPORTER: Good morning. M nane is
Kat hl een Maltbie. | ama certified shorthand
reporter, License No. 10068. Today's date is
August 13t h, 2025.

Woul d you raise your right hand, please?

EM LI O FERRARA, Ph.D.,
havi ng been duly sworn,
was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

MR. OLIVER: We're ready to go, Madam
Court Reporter?

THE REPORTER: Yes.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR. OLI VER
I/

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ W N PP

N D NN NN P P P P PP PR
gaa A W N P O © 00 N O 0o WO N+ O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2889-27 Filed 03/27/26 Page 5 of 38

HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL

Page 13

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. Good nmorning, Dr. Ferrara. |It's afternoon
my time. M nane is Lance Oiver. As | said
earlier, | represent the plaintiffs in this
litigation. I'mwith the law firm of Motl eyRice.

Are you ready to proceed?

A. Good nmorning. |'mready.

Q Can you state your full name for the
record?

A. Emlio Ferrara.

Q | understand fromreading the materials

you i ntroduced to us that you have been deposed at

| east one time in the past; is that correct?
A. Yes. Not in this exact format, though.
Q Ckay. How was the format different?
A. | was deposed, testified at a trial in

front of a judge.

Q So you were deposed and there was a judge
present at the deposition?

A. Correct.

Q Ckay. Because you've only -- have you
ever been -- other than that deposition, have you
ever been deposed at any other time?

A. No.

Q Because you've only been deposed once in

Golkow Technologies,
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the past, I'"'mgoing to go over sone ground rules
about how this works. You may know these things,
but it will help to refresh your nenory, | hope.
The court reporter is doing her best to
take down all of nmy questions and all of your

answers, and that requires us to speak as slowy as

we can.
Can you agree to do that?
A. | do.
Q That will also require you to give audible
yes-or-no answers to questions. In other words,

there's no noddi ng of heads or saying nuh-uh or
uh- huh.

Do you under stand?

A. | under st and.

Q. It will also require you and | to pause.
Il will need a pause before you answer sonetinmes, and
you will need a pause to make sure that your counsel

has a chance to | odge an objection if she sees fit.

Can we agree that we will do our best to
do that?
A. | agree with that.
Q. You understand you are under oath today,
correct?
A. | do.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q You understand that that oath applies with
the same full force and effect here as it would in a
courtroomas if you were in front of a jury or in
front of the judge?

A. | under st and.

Q Cccasional ly, and probably nore than
occasionally, given the differences in accents here,
|'m going to ask a question that you may not
understand. That's okay. However, if | do ask a
question that you don't understand, can we agree
that you will ask ne to clarify ny question?

A I will.

Q If you do not ask me to clarify your
guestion, do you understand that your answer to that
question wll stand?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: | under st and.

BY MR. OLI VER:
Q. Cccasional ly, your attorney, M. Barnhart,

I's going to object, as she just did.

Do you understand that unless she
i nstructs you not to answer, you still have to
answer nmy question?
A. | under st and.
Q This is a deposition. It is not an

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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I nquisition. | will do ny best to take breaks on a
regul ar basis.

Can we agree that if you need a break for

any reason, you wll ask nme?

A I will.

Q There's one exception to that rule, and
that is, if |I ask a question and the question is

pendi ng, you nust answer the question before taking
a break.
Do you understand that?
A. | do.
Q ' mgoing to ask a | ot of questions today.
Some ot her |lawyers mght as well. Many tinmes those
guestions will call for a yes-or-no answer.
Is there any reason you have trouble
gi ving yes-or-no answers?
A. No.
MS. BARNHART: Object to the form
THE W TNESS: Not hing that | can think of.
BY MR. OLI VER:
Q Occasionally you will want to explain
after giving nme a yes-or-no answer.
Can we agree that you will first give ne
t he yes-or-no answer and then offer your

expl anati on?

Golkow Technologies,
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MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

And why don't we just start asking
guestions, Counsel. These are inappropriate.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Dr. Ferrara, did you hear ny question?
A. | heard your question.
If I will be able to answer with a yes or
no, | will do that.

Q. Ckay. Thank you.

Do you agree that's a reasonable request?
Correct?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE WTNESS: |It's gonna depend on the
guesti on.

MR. OLIVER:. We're going to mark as
Exhibit 1 the notice of deposition and Schedule A in
this case that we issued for Dr. Ferrara.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q. Dr. Ferrara, really quickly, did you
receive a box of documents that we're going to use
in this case?

MS. BARNHART: We did, M. Jdiver.

MR. OLI VER: Ckay. And, Ms. Barnhart, you
didn't open those until now, | assume?

MS. BARNHART: Correct.

Golkow Technologies,
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MR. OLIVER: Okay. So Dr. Ferrara has not
seen those docunments?

MS. BARNHART: Correct.

MR. OLIVER: Okay. Thank you for that. |
just wanted to get that on the record.

Al'l right. Madam Court Reporter, we'll
mark as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 the notice of
deposition for Dr. Ferrara's deposition.

BY MR. OLI VER:
Q Dr. Ferrara, have you seen this
docunent - -
(Wher eupon, Deposition Exhibit 1 was
mar ked for identification.)

MS. BARNHART: Hold on. M. diver, you
got to give us a mnute. We both have to stop
talking in order to mark this exhibit, so let's just
give it a second.

Do you want nme to do those? Do you want
me to do the stickering?

(Di scussion held off record.)

MS. BARNHART: M. Oiver, we're set now.

MR. OLIVER: Okay. 1'Ill try to give you
t he appropriate amount of tinme. And maybe I'IlI| just
ask, you know, if we're ready to go forth.

I/
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BY MR. OLI VER:
Q. Dr. Ferrara, we've marked as Plaintiff's
Exhi bit 8 an article that you contributed to in the
associ ation for the advancenment of artificial
intelligence; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. It's from 2025, correct?
A. Yes, | believe so.
Q Do you stand by the fact that your nanme is
on this article?
MS. BARNHART: Object to the form
THE WTNESS: M nane is on this article.
| am a coaut hor of this paper.
BY MR. OLI VER:
Q Do you believe that since you've endorsed
the article, it's a reliable publication?
A. | stand by the quality of ny research and
| consider ny research reliable. | would say that

I n general, as | established earlier, the fact that
sonme statenments are in the paper, because perhaps
they are part of literature review, doesn't
necessarily mean that | agree or that | validate
t hose statenments.

But in general, yes, | would stand by the

article.
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Q Ckay. |If you | ook under the abstract,
M. Ferrara, it says (as read):

Ti kTok, a platformw th over
a billion predom nantly adol escent
users, has become a key space
where eating disorder content is
shared with increasing concerns
about its inpact on vul nerable
popul ati ons.
Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q Do you understand that TikTok is a
defendant in this case?

A. | do.

Q Do you understand that teenagers, in
particul ar, teenage femal es, are vul nerable
popul ati ons when it comes to eating disorders?

A. | think I have a commonsensi cal
under standi ng of that, but | don't have any specific
expertise in the nedical domain to consider nyself

an expert or know edgeabl e about this specific

aspect.

Q. Under the introduction, there is a
statement that -- it's about the third or fourth
sentence down. It says (as read):

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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COVI D- 19 has made the
| andscape of eating disorders nore
chal | engi ng.
Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q Ri ght after that, it says (as read):
Research shows that during
this period, there was an increase
i n synptonmol ogy and di agnhosi s.
Did | read that correctly?

A You di d.

Q Do you understand that to be true?

A. | frankly have no el enment to speak to any
of that, because the research that is cited, once
again, here is part of a literature review, and we
are just trying to establish the | andscape of

publications in these areas.

So | personally not -- I'm not even
famliar with any of the names that | see |isted
here. | -- | can check the references to -- to tel
you definitively if that's the case, but | don't

think | have read any of those papers, so | cannot
speak to the validity of that.
Q You see the section in this paper on page,

| believe it's 7, that's titled "Ml ti npodal

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com
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Anal ysi s"?

A. | see the section, yes.

section? Can you just tell me?

combine two or nore different nmodalities of

i nformation, that's a nmultinodal analysis.

Page 134

Q Ckay. What is the Multinmpdal Analysis

A. Mul ti nrodal analysis in general refers to
t he process of | ooking at nore than one data or
content nodality at the same time. For exanple,
| ooki ng at text plus imges or video plus audio,

video plus text, et cetera, et cetera. When you

Q And this section is -- is this a section
t hat you contributed to, a nultinmdal anal ysis?
A. I n general, | contributed to the study,

design and nmet, of course, with the students many

times. So | think it's fair to say that |
contributed to the whole project and work.
| don't know if, by contributing to this

section, you inply -- excuse nme -- whether | wote
it or contributed to the witing. In that case, |
don't recall exactly at this nmonment whether | wrote
any of the specific words or revised any of the
specific sentences.

Q Ckay. If you look with me at the bottom

of the second colum, there's a sentence that begins

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division
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with "Toget her" --
A Yes.
Q. -- in the | ast paragraph.
Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q. It says (as read):
Toget her, these thenes
Illustrate how Ti kTok has become a
critical space for addressing
eating disorders and body i mge
concerns, highlighting the
platform s dual role in the
chal | engi ng, harnful cultural
norms and potentially perpetuating
t hem
Did | read that correctly?
A. You di d.
Q. Do you know who drafted that sentence?
A. | don't recall off the top of nmy head if
it was drafted by one single person or it was
per haps revised over different iterations by
mul ti ple people. | don't remenber.
Q. Certainly, because it made it into the
final publication, you did not object to including

It in the publication, correct?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Wth the same caveats that | made already
a few times, that for the sake of time, |I'm not
going to repeat, yes, | did not object to the
i ncl usi on of the sentence, yes.

Q You don't -- other than your Keck School
of Medicine experience we tal ked about earlier,

M. Ferrara, you don't have any special background
I n healthcare, do you?

A. | do not have any formal training or
background i n healthcare, that's correct.

Q And you are not going to be offering any
opi ni ons about features of Instagramthat are
har nful ot her than the content noderation structure;
true?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form and the
characterization.

THE W TNESS: M expert opinion is about
t he content noderation system so Meta Platforns
i ncl usive, Instagram yes.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q You're not going to offer any opinion
about whether Meta's features on |Instagram can cause
depressi on?

A. | am not going to offer any opinions in

any thoughts about general causality or causation

Golkow Technologies,
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with regard to any of these issues that fall in the
medi cal domai n, depression and so on.

Q Ckay. You would give the sane answer for
eating disorders, correct?

A. Correct.

Q You woul d give the sane answers for
suicidality, correct?

A Yes.

Q And do you agree that social nmedia can
contribute -- well, strike that.

Are you going to offer any opinions about
t he concept of addiction and I nstagran?
A. No, |I'm not an expert on addiction. |
don't have any -- any expertise on that, so |I'm not

going to offer any opinions on addiction.

Q You have never been a Meta enpl oyee, have
you?

A. | have not.

Q. Have you ever designed a content

nmoder ati on classifier?
A. Yes.
Q For what conpany or for what purpose?
A. | designed such classifiers both in the
context of nmy, let's say, day-to-day research

activity as well as in the context of ny engagenent

Golkow Technologies,
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wi th Amazon, specifically, content nopderation
systens that the Alexa Al relies upon.
Q You have -- you never designed or worked

on the content noderations for Meta's products,

correct?

A. | have never worked for Meta products or
Meta in any -- in any of their products in any
capacity.

Q And the answer would be the same for

YouTube, Snap and Ti kTok, correct?
A Correct.
Q So do you understand that in this case,

there are a nunber of individual plaintiffs that

will have trials?
A. | understand that, yes.
Q Do you understand that sonme of the

plaintiffs are teenage men and wonen?

A. | under st and.

Q Do you understand that sonme of the
plaintiffs are school districts?

A. | under st and.

Q You did not | ook at any of the view ng
hi stories on Instagram of any of the individual
plaintiffs?

A. | mssed the first part of your question.

Golkow Technologies,
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changes took place over
did you?

MS. BARNHART:
characterization.

THE W TNESS: I --
systens change conti nuously,
under goi ng refinenment
di fferent
constantly evol ve.

So | don't
believe a tinmeline --

been useful for

and over

iterations and inmprovenents,

t he purpose of the --

Page 139

Can you repeat it?

Q. Sur e.

You didn't | ook at any information

specific to any individual plaintiff, did you?

A. No, | did not.

Q So that would include school districts as
well, right?

A. That's correct.

Q Meta's content noderation structure or
I nfrastructure has changed over tinme, right?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. You did not create -- | didn't see
it in your report, a tinmeline of when the rel evant

a certain period of tine,

Object to the form and the

| believe that these

and they are constantly

t he course of
t hey -- they
believe it would be -- | don't

an exact tineline would have

of the -- of
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the report, since there are hundreds, if not
t housands, of such classifiers and such systens.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Well, you couldn't tell the jury in this
case what the state of the content noderation engi ne
was at any particular time that an individual
plaintiff was using it, correct?

A. | don't think that's, let's say, entirely
accurate because Meta is quite transparent when it
conmes to docunenting publicly the different
iterations of their policy guidelines.

And, therefore, it is -- in practice, it's
possi ble to go back to a specific date and | ook at
the state of the policy guidelines for those
particular time franmes and their analysis.

So | think if required, |I -- | could be
able to do that.

Q Okay. Let me -- this is helpful. Let ne
just make this really easy.

What you're -- you believe it's possible
to do that, correct?

A. | think so.

Q Ckay. But you haven't done it to date,
ri ght?

A. Correct. | have not done that.

Golkow Technologies,
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Q It's not -- it's not in your report or
your rebuttal report; true?
A. You're right.
Q Okay. Thank you.
You understand that the plaintiffs, the
i ndi vidual plaintiffs in this case, the teenagers,
al l ege that they saw both violating and borderline
content in their Instagramfeeds.
Do you understand that?
A. | guess at a high level, | understand
that's part of the clains. | don't expect to

understand the | egal definitions of, you know, what
woul d qualify content as violent or any other --

Q ' msorry. | didn't say "violent." |
said "violating."

A. Violating. Sorry.

Q. So just so we're clear, when | say

"violating content,"” that's a technical word you
under stand, right?

A. If by "violating content” you nmean content
that violates the policies of Meta, yes, |
under st and what you're saying.

Q. Correct. |I'musing that termthe sanme way
your report uses it.

Does that make sense?

Golkow Technologies,
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A. Yes. Yes. Thank you for the
clarification.
Q So now we have a cl ear understandi ng of

what's going on, let ne reask the question, because
you didn't understand, and that's okay.

Do you understand that the plaintiffs --
the teenage plaintiffs in this case allege that they
saw both violating and borderline content in their
| nstagram f eeds?

A. Yes. | understand that now.

Q You would agree with me that if that, in
fact, happened, whatever they received in their
| nstagram f eed was not stopped by the content
noder ati on engi ne, right?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE WTNESS: |'mnot entirely sure that |
under stand exactly what you mean by "the content
wasn't stopped by the content noderation system"™ so
| can't definitively answer that.

It's possible that the content was, for
exanmpl e, stopped after it was exhibited or shown to
a particular user, if that makes sense.

BY MR. OLI VER:
Q And that does nmake sense. Let me just try

to clarify. That's a fair -- fair clarification.
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My point is this: If our plaintiffs
recei ved violating or borderline content, whatever
happened with the content noderation engine, that's
not really relevant related to the fact they
received it. That just happened and it happened,
ri ght?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE WTNESS: |[|'mnot sure really that |
under st and what you nean by what happened happened.

| think | agree with you that if the
content that the plaintiffs claimto have seen,

I ndeed, was surfaced, then, yes, that's what
happened. |If that's true, that's what, you know,
Meta Platfornms surfaced to those users.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q So if that happened, Meta Platforns
surfaced the content to those users, correct?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE W TNESS: Yes, | am assum ng that that
is true. So, yes, |'magreeing with you that
platform-- the platformin question --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng - inaudible.)

(Reporter clarification.)
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q That woul d nmean that either the content
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moder ati on classifier did not cover that content,
and that would be borderline content, right?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the
characterization and the form

And I'll again request, M. Oiver, please
l et the witness finish his answers before starting
your next question.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q |'"msorry. | didn't nmean to cut you off.
Did | cut you off?

A. The court reporter interjected. The court
reporter interjected for a mnute, because she
wasn't able to catch on record. | don't know if she
wants me to repeat.

MS. BARNHART: |'d just suggest we go on
at this point.

M. Oiver, be careful going forward. You
are speaking over the ends of his questions on our
end -- sorry, the ends of his answers.

MR. OLIVER: 1'll just have to pause. |
think it's a delay, because |I'm not perceiving it
her e.

BY MR. OLI VER:
Q. What I'mtrying to establish is this: |If

our plaintiffs claimd that they received sonme bad
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content in this case, you agree that they do allege
that, correct?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE W TNESS: | agree that that's what's
al l eged, yes. That's my understandi ng.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Ckay. |If the content noderation engine
did not stop that content fromgetting to them one
possibility is the content did not violate Meta's
policies, correct?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. Therefore, the content noderation
engi ne woul dn't have stopped something that's
non-policy violating, right?

A. Correct.

Q And that content could include sonething
t hat you defined as borderline content, right?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

THE WTNESS: Well, | wouldn't define it.
| think you're utilizing the | anguage that Meta
adopts for borderline content.

So if that's the case, then yes, Meta has
a category for borderline content that | believe is
defined as content that doesn't explicitly violate a

policy, but perhaps conmes close to a possible
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vi ol ati on under certain contexts or circunstances.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q So one possibility of bad content getting
to a plaintiff is that it's borderline content that
doesn't actually violate Meta's policy, right?

A. Yes.

Q And anot her possibility of bad content
getting to the teenage users is that the content
noder ation engine sinply did not catch that piece of
violating content, right?

A I - -

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yes. | don't necessarily
agree on the qualification of the content as "bad"
or not. | wouldn't be able to, you know,
determnistically say whet her each of the pieces of
content that plaintiffs have been supposed to were
bad or not, and according to what definition.

But in general, | think your statenment is
correct. One of the possibilities of why any
content is served to a user is because it was not
fl agged and noderated automatically by the content
noder ati on system and al so because if this was

borderline, it was not flagged and noderated by
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human review -- by the human revi ew process that
Meta Platfornms have in place to analyze borderline
cont ent.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q You would agree with me then, that in
terms of what the individual plaintiffs saw on their
| nstagram feeds, your testinony is not relevant to

t hat because you just don't know, right?

A. | do not know what the plaintiffs saw on
these platfornms. That's -- that is an accurate
statement. Certainly, | don't have a good

understanding of all the materials that the
plaintiffs claimto have seen.

| woul d, however, reject that particul ar
characterization regarding to whether ny testinony
Is relevant to that, since |I'm speaking with regard
to the way the content nopderation systemitself
wor ks.

And, therefore, any content that is served
on these platforns, the Meta Platfornms and any
content that is instead noderated and not served by
the Meta Platfornms, for whatever the reason, sort of
falls within the scope of content noderation system
and nmy expert opinion on this -- on this subject.

Q Ckay. You agree with ne -- and maybe you
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don't understand this.

Do you understand that the school
district's clains are not necessarily tied to the
concept that their students are getting bad content?

A. | think it's fair to say that | don't
think | understand exactly what that nmeans or what
are the inmplications of that.

Q. Ckay. One of the clainms, for exanple, is
t hat students are distracted by social nedia and,
therefore, they can't pay attention to their
st udi es.

Do you understand that?

A. | understand that, if explained that way,
yes.

Q Ckay. And you understand that high school
t eenagers or junior high school teenagers could be
di stracted by social nedia for many, many reasons
t hat have nothing to do with violative content,
ri ght?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form Beyond
t he scope.

THE W TNESS: Well, | assune that
t eenagers, or really anybody, can be distracted by
many things. So |I'mnot sure | understand exactly

t he nature of the question.
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BY MR. OLI VER:
Q. The nature of the question -- let me try
to do a better job. I'mcertainly not faulting you.

Let me try to do a better job.

Soci al nmedia platfornms could, for exanple,
feed a teenager a lot of information about ESPN
sports statistics, correct?

A. | assunme that that would be the case,
could be the case, yes.
Q. Sur e.

And if that teenager stayed up all night
readi ng those sports statistics and was constantly
di stracted at school because they were tired, that
phenonmenon has nothing to do with content

noderation, right?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form
| nconpl et e hypot heti cal .

THE WTNESS: | think that the general --
t he general level, I -- | can agree with you. O

course, with the caveat that if one is tal ki ng about
content that is policy violating or potentially
policy violating, then that would affect content
noder ati on systens and therefore fall within the
br oader scope of things that | am opining about.

| don't think personally that the ESPN or

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ W N PP

N D NN NN P P P P PP PR
gaa A W N P O © 00 N O 0o WO N+ O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2889-27 Filed 03/27/26 Page 30 of 38

HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL

Page 150

sports would generally fall under, potentially,
policy-violating content, but there m ght be
exceptions to that, especially related to, perhaps,
vi ol ence or graphical imges, et cetera.
BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Dr. Ferrara, do you -- are you personally

on social nmedia platfornms?

A. Yes.
Q. Whi ch ones are you on?
A. | believe | have accounts on a variety of

different platfornms including Meta Platfornms, but
not exclusively. | -- off the top of ny head, |
cannot enunerate all the accounts that | have,
because | have subscri bed, over the course of the
| ast, perhaps, 20 years or nore, to different

pl at f or ms.

The accounts or the platfornms that | use
t hese days are a very small nunmber, and they have
changed over tine.

So to answer your question directly, |
certainly have nore accounts than | utilize that
have been regi stered under ny nanme, but perhaps are
I nactive or -- or sinply unutilized.

Q Why don't you tell nme which social nedia

platforms you currently use?
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A. | think the platfornms that | use nore
frequently include Reddit and Linkedln. | also
occasionally utilize Facebook. | believe |I have

accounts for platforms such as Threads, |nstagram
Bl uesky, and perhaps some other platform

| do not utilize those platforns al nost at
all, if not at all, or perhaps very, very rarely.

| don't believe |I have any accounts or any
active accounts on many ot her platforms, including
sonme of the platfornms that have been discussed in
this litigation, such as Snapchat, | don't believe |
have an account, and | don't utilize it.

| have a Googl e account, which neans that
| also automatically have a YouTube account, and |
utilize Google products as well as YouTube as a --
as a service.

So | think that counts towards your

guestion of what accounts | have. O f the top of ny

head, | think that's a fairly conprehensive |ist of
platforms that | currently use.
Q You referenced earlier that you are

married or you have a partner?
A. | am married, yes.
Q | note fromny research that you have --

you have one daughter?
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A ' m sorry, what?
Q. You have a daughter or son?
A. | do have one daughter and one son.
Q Ckay. You have one daughter and one son.
Your daughter is the older of the two; is
t hat correct?
A. Yes. M daughter is the ol der.
| am going to point out that your audio is
breaking up April.
Q How ol d is your daughter today?

A I

(Reporter clarification.)
THE WTNESS: I
BY MR. OLI VER:
Q Ckay. How old is your son?
A. Sorry, | was repeating nyself for the

court reporter.

Q And have you and your wife set any rules

about the use of social media for your children?

|‘|>
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|
Q
|

I
A. | don't think that particular discussion
occurred. So | guess, you know, we'll see when that

particular issue manifests, if it manifests. But |
don't have a discussion in m nd where we agreed upon
or set any -- any specific rules about that.

Q What rule or limt would you set for your

children with regard to social nedi ajjjjjj

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form Calls
for specul ation, well beyond the scope.

THE W TNESS: | think that in general, |
believe that all technol ogies need to be utilized in
nmoderation. And social nedia as a tool, as a
technol ogy, is no -- no exception to that.

So | guess the closer analogy that | can
t hi nk of today woul d be perhaps the use of
television, for exanple. And | think that perhaps

good gui delines could cone fromthinking about the

rules and the -- and the limts that we expect our
children to -- to follow when it conmes to, for
exanple, their utilization of television today.
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BY MR. OLI VER:
Q What are those rules today for tel evision?
A. | think they are relatively
strai ghtforward. Too nuch of any technol ogy is bad,
and there are -- there are -- there are limtations
that they -- that are al so, depending on the type of
content that sonebody is consumng. O course, if a
child is |looking at entertainnment, | don't know,
Peppa Pig, for exanple, and other cartoons, probably
it's a bad idea to -- to exceed hours and hours of
t hese contents.
But if -- if nmy children are consum ng,
per haps, educational content and they are | earning,
t hen perhaps it's okay to spend nore tine.
So | think it depends on -- on the child,
It depends on the context, it depends on what they
are consum ng, it depends, of course, on the -- on
the -- on all these factors together.
| think the sinple rule is if we say that
that's the | ast episode of whatever cartoon or if we
say that's the -- after the end of this novie, we
are stopping, the children understand that and they
follow that.
Q | believe you may have alluded to this

before, Dr. Ferrara, and | didn't ask you a question
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about it, but |I think you did tell me. | just want
to make it clear.

You agree that there is a difference
bet ween the content nmoderation infrastructure, which
you are tal king about, and the recomendati on
engi ne, which you are not opining about; is that
true?

A. Yes. The two systens are distinct,

al though they are interlocked in many ways.
However, yes, you are correct that | am speaking
specifically of the content noderation system |
understand there are other experts speaki ng about
t he recomendati on systens.

Q So you will not be offering any opinions
about the recomendati on systens?

A. | did not offer any opinions in ny expert
report on the recomendati on system and | wll not
of fer opinions on matters that are exclusive of the
recomendati on system yes, you are right.

Q. Well, the -- the content noderation
engines will sonetinmes renove content or prevent it
fromgetting to users, correct?

A. | think in general, it's fair to sinplify
this pipeline, this workflow by thinking that,

oftenti mes, the content nobderation systemw || act
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on an action content before this particular content
reaches the algorithm c recomendati on.

| don't know the details of what happens
after that. | haven't revised technical docunents
about the way the algorithm c recommendati on systens
processes this content. That is not filtered by the
content noderation system so | cannot speak about

what happens past that point.

But | agree with you that in general, it's
fair to say that on nost cases -- in nost cases, the
reconmendati on systemw || operate on content that

has past the stage of content noderation systens,
yes.
Q And a recommendati on engine is different

because it surfaces or pronptes content to users,

correct?

MS. BARNHART: Object to the form Beyond
t he scope.

THE W TNESS: Speaking out of nmy sort of
general know edge as a conputer scientist, | can

tell you that that specific definition that you
provided is perhaps not exact. Certainly not
conprehensive or entirely accurate either. | think
that if you want to characterize the job that a

reconmendati on system does, you woul d probably say
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that the recomendati on system hel ps ranking the
content that is being served to users and providing
content that is in line with the users' interests.
And that, of course, it would account for the nature
of the content.

And that's the way that | see content
reconmendati on systens interacting with content
noder ation systens when it conmes to the nature of
t he content.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Look at paragraph -- take a mnute to pick
up your report and | ook at paragraph -- we're going
to go through a series of questions in your report,
and |'mgoing to ...

A. | have the report in front of ne.

Q Ckay. Look at paragraph 16 with ne.

MS. BARNHART: 16?7 1, 67

MR. OLI VER: Yes. 1, 6.

THE W TNESS: | have page 16 in front of
me.

BY MR. OLI VER:

Q Par agraph 16. Sorry.

A Oh.

Q So -- you got it?

A Yes. | can see that.
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