Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2875-27 Filed 03/25/26 Page 1 of 41

AMENDED Exhibit 433

PLAINTIFFS’ OMNIBUS OPPOSITION TO
DEFENDANTS’ MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT

Case No.: 4:22-md-03047-YGR
MDL No. 3047
In Re: Social Media Adolescent Addiction/Personal Injury Products Liability Litigation



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2875-27 Filed 03/25/26 Page 2 of 41

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 1

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

IN RE: SOCI AL MEDI A ) Case No. 4:22-MD-03047-YGR
ADOLESCENT ADDI CTI ON/ )
PERSONAL | NJURY PRODUCTS ) MDL No. 3047
LI ABI LI TY LI TI GATI ON )
)
)
THI S DOCUMENT RELATES TO )
ALL ACTI ONS )

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 2025

CONFI DENTI AL - ATTORNEYS' EYES ONLY -
PURSUANT TO PROTECTI VE ORDER

Renot e Vi deot aped Deposition of ADAM WANG,
taken pursuant to notice and conducted at the | ocation of
the witness, commencing at 8:07 a.m, PDT, on the above
date, before Jennifer A. Dunn, Registered Merit Reporter,
Certified Realtinme Reporter, California (#14461), Illinois &
Texas Certified Shorthand Reporter, and M ssouri Certified
Court Reporter.

Job No. 7348697
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PROCEEDI NGS
(Wednesday, May 21, 2025 at 8:07 a.m PDT)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now on the record.
My name is David Kim |'m a videographer for Gol kow.

Today's date is May 21st, 2025. And the tine
is 8:07 a.m

This video deposition is being held in Los
Angel es, California, in the mtter of Social Mdia
Adol escence Addiction, Personal Injury MDL 3047 for the
U S. District Court, Northern District of California.

The deponent is Adam Wang.

Counsel on Zoomw || be noted on the
st enographic record, and counsel in the room wll you
pl ease identify yourself?

MR. DRAKE: Sure. Geoffrey Drake, along with
Brittany Litzinger, fromKing & Spal ding, on behal f of
t he Ti kTok Defendants. And we're here with one of our
clients, G

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: And since you're taking,
M. Weinkowitz, do you want to identify yourself?

MR. VEI NKOW TZ: Sure. M ke Weinkowtz.

Can you all hear me? | thought you couldn't.

M ke Wei nkowitz on behalf of the MDL School
District and Personal Injury Plaintiffs.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Great .

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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And the court reporter is Jennifer Dunn,

California CSR 14461, and she will now swear in the

W t ness.

ADAM VWANG,
of lawful age, having been first duly sworn to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, deposes
and says on behalf of the Plaintiffs, as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q Good norning, M. Wang. W net before the
deposition started. M nane is M ke Weinkow tz, and al ong
wi th Joseph VanZandt, who's here for another jurisdiction,
we' || be asking questions of you today.

Nice to nmeet you.
A Ni ce to neet you.
Q Al right. So we're here today to take your

deposition under oath. Do you understand that?

A Yes.
Q Can you pl ease state your full nane for the
record?

A Adam Wang.

Q Thank you. And what is your current address, sir?

A In the US., | nowlive in hotels, unfortunately,
so.

Q Okay. \What hotel are you currently living in?

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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that occurred to you and that you renmenbered as part of
t hose notes?

A No.

Q Al right. The first thing I1'd like to do is to
tal k about your background and sort of establish that for
the jury.

Can we pull up tab 17
M5. ARMSTRONG.  Exhibit 1.
(Ti kTok-Wang-1 marked.)
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Thank you.
You should be -- they should be handi ng you
an exhibit, and can you just take a m nute and review
t hat when you get it, and let ne know when you're ready
to answer questions about it.
Ckay?
THE WTNESS: 1|'ve finished reviewing this

docunent .

MR. VEI NKOW TZ: Okay. Thank you.
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:
Q This is a CV that Ti kTok and ByteDance produced to

us representing that it's your CV; is that accurate that it

is your CV?
A It is my CV.
Q It appears to be an older CV that hasn't been

updated in quite sone tinme; is that accurate?

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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A This is accurate, | haven't updated.
Ckay. Right.
So for instance your enploynent at ByteDance and
Ti kTok is not on here, correct?
A Correct.
Q Is -- other than that, is the CV accurate?
A Yes.
Q And you studi ed and graduated with a BS in
conputer science from Cornell, correct?
A Correct.
Q Now, |'ve heard of extra credit, but how does one
sort of achieve the inpressive acconplishnment of earning a

4.023 out of a 4.0. How do you get above a 4.07?

A So A plus is 4.3.

Q Excellent. Congratul ati ons.

A Thank you.

Q VWhat 1'd like to do is just focus on your

enpl oynent at ByteDance and Tik -- the ByteDance conpani es.
Ckay? |If we could pull up tab 2.
M5. ARMSTRONG. Exhibit 2.
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Thank you.
(Ti kTok-Wang-2 mar ked.)
MR. VIEI NKOW TZ: And take your tinme review ng
that, and |l et nme know when you're ready to answer sone

guesti ons.

Golkow Technologies,
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THE WTNESS: |'mfinished checking this
docunent .
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Great. Thank you.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q "Il represent to you that Ti kTok and ByteDance
| awyers provided this to us as your HR i nformation.
Have you ever seen this before?
A No, | have not seen this before.
Q Okay. So what |'ve done is |I've taken -- can we
pull up tab 3?
M5. ARMSTRONG.  Exhibit 3.
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Thank you.
(Ti kTok-Wang-3 mar ked.)
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q So let me just -- I'Il let you reviewit. Let ne
just tell you what this is, M. Wang.
We took the information fromExhibit 2, the HR
i nformati on, about the conpanies that you worked for during
t he periods that you worked for them and we put themon this
denmonstrative exhibit.
So what 1'd like you to do is just review the
Exhi bit 3 for accuracy, and just let nme know when you're
ready to testify.
Ckay?

A Yes. So | actually have a question for this one.

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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From March 19th of 2018 to the present, have you
al ways been enpl oyed consistently during that period for a
Byt eDance entity?
A Yes.
Q And during that entire tine, have you al ways

wor ked on the Ti kTok pl atfornf

A Yes.

Q Al right. If you could | ook at Exhibit 2 for ne.
A Okay.

Q Under "Enployers," it lists all of your nmanagers

and the dates that those individuals were your nmanagers.
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Were all of those individuals your managers at one

poi nt or another?

A Yes.

Q Okay. \What is your current base salary?

A My base salary -- | don't renmenber exact anount,
but roughly ||l v s. dollar.

Q And do you receive bonuses every year?

A | do receive bonus.

Q What was your bonus | ast year?

A Last year it was 15-nonth worth of ny nonthly

salary. So if nmy math is correct, it's over_.

Golkow Technologies,
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stake or ownership interest, |like stock, stock options,
restricted stock units, or performance shares in any
Byt eDance conpany or entity?
A | do receive RSUs.
Q And so your RSUs, the value of those is based on
how t he conpani es do, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: The conpany has a val ue, but
do not know how they get this val ue.

BY MR. WVEI NKOW TZ:

A Correct.
Okay. Al right.
So M. Wang, you worked at a ByteDance entity
since March of 2018.
So that neans that ByteDance acquired nusical.ly

bef ore you began your enploynent, correct?

A Yes.

Q And nusical.ly was a |lip syncing app, right?

A | do not think nmusical.ly is a lip sync app.

Q Did ByteDance acquire nusical.ly in about 2017,

about a year before you started?

A I don't know the exact dates of the acquisition.

Q Got it. Do you currently have any formof equity

Q Okay. And so if the value goes up, you make nore

nmoney. |f the value goes down, you nake |ess noney, right?

Golkow Technologies,
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Q Okay. Fair to say that sonme of your early work
was preparing for the rebranding of nusical.ly to TikTok?

A Correct.

Q In fact, you were part of what's called the
musi cal .1y core branding team do you recall that?

A We had a nmusical.ly core branding group, if that's
what you're referring to.

Q That is what I"'mreferring to. | used the word
"team " | apol ogi ze.

In early August of 2018, the nusical.ly app was
rebranded and becane what is known today in the United
States as Ti kTok, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | don't renmenber exact date,
roughly.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q Roughly the begi nni ng of August 2018, correct?

A If | remenber correctly, yes.

Q Ckay. And before that rebranding, TikTok existed
outside of the United States, but it was not yet avail able
for download in the United States, correct, before August
'18 rebrandi ng?

A | actually don't know whet her they have |i st
Ti kTok in the App Store in the U S. | don't have this

i nformati on.
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survey to be pushed to users shortly after the rebrandi ng?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: | don't.
MR. WVEEI NKOW TZ: Okay. Let's pull up tab 12.
MS. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 18.
(Ti kTok- Wang- 18 mar ked. )
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:
Q And just take your time, review that, and you | et
me know when you're ready to go.
A Okay.
Q Okay. Have | given you a fair and adequate tinme
to review Exhibit 18?
A Yes.
Q Okay. This appears to be a Lark chat produced by
Ti kTok and ByteDance, and if you | ook at the first nessage
in the chain, do you see that you are part of this group
chat ?
A Yes.
Q Al right. And the nanme of the group chat is "ISE
Product Strategy."
Do you see that?
A | ES Product Strategy.
l'"msorry, you're right. |ES Product Strategy.

VWhat does "I ES" stand for?

A It was the teanl s nane. I nteracti ve Entertai nnent

Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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and Soci al .

Q Thank you. And you were participating in this
conpany Lark chat on June 19, 2018 as part of your job,
correct, at Ti kTok and ByteDance?

A Yes.

Q Any reason to think that this docunent has been
altered in any way fromhow it was in your file?

A No.

Q Okay. You're chatting with your work col |l eagues,
i ncludi ng Al ex Zhu, correct?

A That is correct.

Q Oh, did you hear me? OCh, | didn't hear you.

[''m sorry.
A | said correct.

Al right. Thank you.

And M. Zhu, again, was co-founder in nusical.ly

and was president of TikTok, correct?
A Correct.
Q And you're also participating in this chat with
_ who we tal ked about earlier, correct?
A Yes.
Al right.

MR. DRAKE: Hey, Mke. Just to clarify. You

ceep saying [N oo ¢ i I
vR. vel nkow ;|

Golkow Technologies,
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And to be honest with you, | have it in ny
head one way so it will be probably be hard to shift,
but 1'lIl do ny best.
MR. DRAKE: No problem
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q If we go to page ending in Bates 300.
A Yeah.
Q Al right. In the mddle of the page, there's a

nmessage to _on June 19, 2018 at 11: 33:58.

Do you see that?
A Yeah.
And you propose pushing an in app survey, right?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: This is -- this is what |
wrote. Although |I don't renmenber the tine.
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:
Q Under st ood.
A Yeah, that's right.
Under st ood.
So -- so you do, at this tinme, you did at this
time propose pushing an in app survey, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Based on this nessage.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q Right. You wite: "Pushing an in app" -- strike

Golkow Technologies,
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t hat .

"Pushing an in app survey," that neans sending the

survey to certain users through the Ti kTok app, right?

A Correct.

Q And you wite: "Mplus T survey."” That's
nmusi cal .1y and Ti kTok, right?

A In this context, Mplus T neans nusical.ly and
Ti kTok.

Q Under st ood.

You suggested that the survey ask nusical.ly and
Ti kTok users where they heard about nusical.ly and that it
i ncluded an age proxy question, correct?

A Yeah. | -- | wote that.
Q And next communicate chat -- strike that.

Next message down, Al ex Zhu responds with a
question: "Elenentary."

Correct?

A Yes.

And you respond to him by suggesting using school
| evel as a proxy for age, such as m ddle school, high
school, college, or working, correct?

A This is what | wote.
Q Specifically, you suggested asking users whet her
they were in mddle school, high school, college, or working

as part of the survey. That's what you were suggesting?

Golkow Technologies,
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A Yeah, based on this.

Q And if TikTok identified users as being in mddle
school, that could indicate that they were under 13,
necessitating that the account be banned, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: So mi ddl e school, what's the
age for m ddl e age?
Qur policy is, if we know, if we |earn
sonmeone's bel ow 13, we have to ban their account.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q Ri ght. TikTok doesn't want 9, 10, or

11-year-old's on the platform does it?

A Ti kTok do not allow users under 13 to have an
account.
Q So the answer to ny question was: Yes. TikTok

doesn't want 9, 10, or 1ll-year-old's on the platform
Correct?

A | cannot speak on behal f of Ti kTok, but TikTok's
policy is we do not all ow people under 13 to have an
account .

Q Al right. So let's look at M. Zhu, the
president of TikTok's response, at 11:35:08 on June 19th,
2018.

He immediately tells you, and the others: "Having

el ementary school is definitely violating COPPA."

Golkow Technologies,
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Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And you understand back then what COPPA was,
right?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | don't renmenber back then, but
now | know COPPA.
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q COPPA is a lawin the United States, the
Children's Online Privacy Protection Act, that applies to
online services used by children under 13, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: That largely align with ny
under st andi ng.
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:

Q Under COPPA, conpanies aren't allowed to coll ect
personal information fromchildren under 13 w thout the
parent's consent, correct?

A | don't -- I'"'mnot famliar with the | aw enough to
tell.

Q So you don't know that -- strike that.

If a conpany knows that a user is under 13, it has
to get verified parental consent before collecting their
i nformati on, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form Lacks

Golkow Technologies,
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f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: We just discuss, if we |learn
soneone is below the m ni ml age to have an account on
Ti kTok, we will ban their account.

We do not all ow people under 13 to have an
account.

BY MR, WAEI NKOW TZ:

Q Okay. Tell nme what your understandi ng of COPPA

MR. DRAKE: 1'mgoing to object to the
guestion to the extent it's seeking to elicit
i nformati on protected by the attorney-client privilege.

So if you're able to answer the question
wi t hout revealing the substance of conversations you' ve
had with counsel, you can answer it. O herw se, |
woul d instruct you not to.

BY MR, WEI NKOW TZ:
Q Can you tell me your understandi ng of COPPA?

MR. DRAKE: | have the sane objection that I
just |l odged. And so if you're asking himto reveal the
contents of communications with counsel, | would
i nstruct himnot to answer.

BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q Can you answer the question w thout comrunicating

what you were told by | awers?

Golkow Technologies,
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A | cannot.

Q Ei t her way, Al ex Zhu, back on June 19th, 2018,
says to you: "Having elenentary school is definitely
vi ol ati ng COPPA. "

Correct?

A Yes, he said that.

Q And 14 seconds later, after his |last nessage to
you about potentially violating COPPA, he tells you that
havi ng el enentary school users would violate COPPA, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Strike that. Strike that.
That was a bad questi on.
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q 14 seconds after he tells you that having

el ementary users woul d viol ate COPPA, he says: "I don't

t hi nk we should do this survey anyway."
Correct?

Yes. He said that.

And at that time he was your boss?

Yes.

o r» O >»

You don't get a chance to respond, and one m nute
| ater he sends you a third nessage, right?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: He had anot her nessage on
11: 36.

Golkow Technologies,
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BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q So he tells you why the survey would violate
COPPA, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: He wote: "If FTC knows about

t he survey, he m ght want us to submt the results and

| amnot sure if it's good result."”
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q He says -- he warns that if the FTC found out
about the survey, if it was done the way you wanted, TikTok
m ght have to submt the results to the FTC, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: He said if FTC knows about this
survey, they m ght want us to submt the results, and I
am not sure if it's good result.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q The FTC is the Federal Trade Comm ssion?
MR. DRAKE: Objection. Lacks foundati on.
THE WTNESS: | assune it's a governnent
agency.
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q The FTC is a governnent agency. It's like a
wat chdog for the Internet, and one of its jobs is to make
sure that conpanies, including social nedia platfornms |ike

Ti kTok, follow rules, including COPPA, right?

Golkow Technologies,
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MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | -- | -- 1 don't know, but I
know it's a -- it's a governnent agency.
MR. WVEEI NKOW TZ: Okay. Pull up tab 12A
MS. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 19.
(Ti kTok- Wang- 19 mar ked. )
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:
Q Exhibit 19 is a denonstrative of the hyperlink to
a page on the FTC s website, a COPPA page.
Do you see that?
A | see the Iink.
Q Do you see on the left-hand side is the | ogo for
the FTC and it says: "Federal Trade Comm ssion. Protecting

America's Consumner."
Do you see that?

A | see the logo and the word.

Q And the reason M. Zhu is referring to COPPA and
the FTC is because the FTC is responsible for the --
appl yi ng COPPA, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Coul d you rephrase your
gquestion, please?
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q Sure. The reason that M. Zhu is referring to

COPPA and the FTC is because the FTC has jurisdiction over

Golkow Technologies,
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COPPA, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form It |acks

f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | nean, | cannot speak on
behal f of M. Zhu, and |I don't know what he thought

t hat point.

BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:

Q Two things are true, though. He was talking ab
COPPA and he was tal king about the FTC in his nessage to
you.

Correct?
MR. DRAKE: Objection. Asked and answered
THE WTNESS: | think he wote -- sorry.
Let ne -- let me -- he nentioned FTC and -
in the chat, and COPPA on the previous chat.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q So let's look at || GG ssa0¢ on
June 19th, 2018, at 11:38:10, right after M. Zhu says:

t he FTC knows about the survey they m ght want to submt the
results, and I"mnot sure if it's good results."”

Let's [ ook at what _does.

Okay?

MM hmm

He tags --
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BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q He tags you, right? Right?
A Yes.
Q And he says: "For MI, we nust avoid any age
denogr aphi ¢ questions.™
Ri ght ?
A Yes.
Q VWhat is MI?
A Based on this contact, it should be nusical.ly and
Ti kTok.
Q "Doi ng school |evel proxy would still be
consi dered age denographics.”
Ri ght, that's what he wote?
A Yes, that's what he wrote.
Q "We take the position in various cases and

regulatory matters that we do not collect such information."
Correct?
A Yes, that's what he wote.
Q And then you reply: "Ckay. W'IlIl nmake sure none
of age-related questions will appear.”
Correct?
A Correct.
Q Then_gives you nore context in the
next message, correct?

A Correct.
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Q He says -- tags you agai n at Adam Wang.
"For your context, this would be the consequence.
A, we would immediately have to delete all users who say
they are elenmentary school . "
Correct?
A Correct.
Q And it wouldn't be a bad thing, would it, to
delete all of the users who identified thenselves as
el ementary school, would it?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Ti kTok's policy do not allow
users under 13.
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q And it would be a good thing if that's the policy,
to identify themand to delete them correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: CQur policy is to not allow
anyone who were under 13 to use our platform
If we | earn soneone's below the m nimal age
to have an account on Ti kTok, we'll ban their account.

BY MR. WEI NKOW TZ:

Q He tells you why in the next sentence, correct?
He says: "The highest grade in that school |evel
is fifth grade, the average age is 10." Do you see that?
A Yes.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0O N O 00 M W N L O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2875-27 Filed 03/25/26 Page 24 of 41

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 134
active users, correct?
A I'"mnot recalling the specific dates, but |
have -- |I'msure at sonme point it strikes over that nunber.

MR. VWEINKOW TZ: Okay. So let's pull up tab
32.
MS. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 27.
(Ti kTok- Wang- 27 mar ked.)
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q Take an opportunity, take your tine reviewing it,
and |l et me know when you're ready.
A Pl ease, go ahead.
Q Okay. This is a Google Alert e-mail from
Sept enmber 28th, 2021, to you, produced by Ti kTok and
Byt eDance, found in your file.
Any reason to dispute that?
A No.
Q Did you set up a Google Alert so you received
Ti kTok-rel ated news as part of your job at Ti kTok/ByteDance?
A | did set up Google Alerts.
Q Any reason to think that this e-mail is altered
fromhow it was in your file?
A No, | don't think so.
Q Ckay. And if you look at the second news item
down, it says: "TikTok says 1 billion people use the app

each nmonth." And that was reported in CNBC

Golkow Technologies,
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Do you see that?
A Yes, | read that.
Q Okay. And if you |l ook at the |ast page of the
e-mail, which is Bates 320, for the netadat a.

Do you see --

A Ri ght .
Q Are you there, I'msorry?
A Yes, | sawit.
Q Sorry, | ran over you.
Do you see that the last news itemis from Ti kTok
newsr oonf
A Yes.

Q And the Ti kTok newsroomis where Ti kTok issues
press rel eases and communi cates to the public and the press

about the platform right?

A | believe so.
Q And Ti kTok basically posted a press release in the
Ti kTok newsroom t hat says: "Thanks a billion.™

Do you see that?
A Yes, | see this in this docunent.
Al right. Can you pull up tab 33?
MS. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 28.
(Ti kKTok-Wang-28 mar ked.)
MR. VEINKOW TZ: G ve you a chance to -- let

me know when you're ready.
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THE WTNESS: |'m ready.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q Okay. Exhibit 28 is the press release. "Thanks a
billion," that we downl oaded from the Ti kTok newsroom
If you want us to take you to the live |ink, we
can, but the press release is dated Septenber 27, 2021.
Do you see that?
Yes.
And it says: "One billion people on TikTok.
Thank you to our global community."
Ri ght ?
A Correct.
And there's a person to the right.
Do you recogni ze her, they?
A Yes. Vanessa Pappas.
Q They were -- they were the chief operating officer
at Ti kTok in 2021, correct?
A | believe so.
Q Can you pl ease play her video nessage -- their
vi deo nessage?
(Video Clip of Vanessa Pappas pl ayed as
foll ows:)
MS. PAPPAS: "Hi everyone. |'m Vanessa, and
' m beyond excited to share with you that our

gl obal Ti kTok community is now nore than a
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billion people strong. That nmeans over a
billion people fromaround the world cone to

Ti kTok to be entertained, inspired, or
di scover sonething new, |ike sports, nusic,
arts and culture, fashion, DY and nore.
It's a billion people every nmonth wat chi ng
and sharing each other's creativity.
So on behal f of the TikTok team | want to
say thank you. Whether you've been with us
since the beginning or you are new to our
conmmuni ty, wherever you are in the world, we
definitely couldn't do this w thout you.
So thanks a billion for making TikTok a truly
speci al place.™
(Video clip concluded.)
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:
Q Does this help refresh your recollection that
around Septenmber 27, 2021, TikTok hit a billion people?
A Based on this newsroomarticle, it said it hit a
billion people using TikTok.
Q Okay. So by the m ddle of 2022 -- strike that.
Do you know that Ti kTok was actually the fastest
to reach 1 billion user mark conpared to any other soci al
medi a conpany?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
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THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q Ckay. So Ti kTok reached a billion dollars by

Sept enmber 2021.
By the m ddle of 2022, TikTok's growh rate in the
U.S. had started to slow, right? If we go back to the
timeline in Exhibit 22, slide 10.
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: Sorry -- now it shows. Based
on what | read the chart.
BY MR, WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q Yeah. We're looking at the chart. Let me ask you

a better question. Try to fix the objections to the form
We're now back in Exhibit 22, |ooking at slide 10.

A Correct.

Q Woul d you agree with ne by the m ddle of 2022,
according to this chart, TikTok's growmh rate in the U S.
had started to sl ow?

A Based on this chart it was slower than the
previ ous peri od.

Q It was still grow ng but not as fast as 2021,
correct?

A Correct.

Q All right. So let's focus on the m ddle of 2022.

Okay. The m ddle of 2022 is al nost four years
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after Ti kTok [ aunched in the U S.
Are you with nme?
A Roughly four years.
Q And Ti kTok's growh started to sl ow down in 2022.
We just saw that in the chart, right?
A Yes, it slightly slow down.
Q And do you see Phase 4 is a slow growh period for
Ti kTok?
A This is what show in the deck.
Q And by the m ddl e of 2022, Ti kTok's penetration
rate for teens age 13 to 7 was very high.
Do you renenber that?
A | see soneone in this -- | see the penetration
nunber sonewhere in this deck.
Coul d you point it out?
Q Sure. Do you -- first, let ne just ask you.
W t hout | ooking at the deck, do you recall how
hi gh Ti kTok's penetration rate for teens was aged 13 to 17
in 20227
A | do not recall.
Q Okay. Please turn to slide 6. And one of -- |et

me know when you're ready.
A Yes.
Q This slide is titled: "TikTok has its greatest

potential in ol der user denographics.”
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Ri ght ?
A Yes.
Q And there is a note to the slide that says:

"According to TikTok internal data, the data of smart phone
users by age from Emarketer, Ti kTok penetration rate by age
is" -- and then it says: "L1 plus 2, kids ages 13 to 17,
91 percent; L3, users age 18 to 24: 81 percent; L4:
84 percent; L5: 23 percent."”

Correct?

A You read it correctly.

Q And MA -- and then it says: "MAU of 2022 0630 was

col l ected.”
Ri ght ?
A You read it correctly.
Q So just so the jury is clear, according to this

docunent, by June of 2022, TikTok having 91 percentage --
strike that.
Ti kTok had a 91 percent penetration rate for Kkids
ages 13 to 17, correct?
A Are you speaking to me or the jury?
Q Oh, | was speaking -- | was speaking to you, but I
was trying to franme my question to clarify for the jury.
So let me start over. So this is a question for
you, and |'m hoping that we can be clear for the jury that's

listening.
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According to this docunment, by June of 2022,
Ti kTok had a 91 percent penetration rate in kids ages 13 to
17, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Based off what they wrote is L1
plus 2, 91 percent.
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:
Q Correct.
A Sorry. Please, let nme finish
Q No. Yeah. That was ny fault. Go ahead.
A So if like this L1, 2, 3, 4, 5. | believe is

comng froma classifier for estimtion.

So | think a precise part of this based off the

Q Ckay. But that -- just so | understand.
That classifier data and that classifier
estimation is TikTok's classifier data and Ti kTok's
classifier estimation, correct?
A It is TikTok's classifier, correct.
Q Okay. All right.
So with that, can we pull up tab 34?
MS. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 29.
(Ti kKTok-Wang-29 mar ked.)
BY MR WVEI NKOW TZ:

Q By June of 2022 -- this is a denonstrative, for

classifier data, the classifier estimation, it's 91 percent.
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about the rationale here.

MR. VEINKOW TZ: That's fine.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. Gven that |'m not
famliar with the exact data here, |ike, for exanple,
where does Emarketer data is comng from using two
estimates, essentially |like penetration in the previous
versions | use one nunber divided by the another nunber
to get penetration. You using one estimte divided by
anot her estimate, but there's two estimation nethod, |
don't know what is the same, which nmake it not fair to
say it is a penetration. That's nmy main rationale.

But other than this, | think this -- | don't
have further suggestions over this, as | don't know
t hat nmuch about those data, nor do | create this
illustration, so | don't have much to add on fromthis
poi nt .

MR. WVEI NKOW TZ: Okay. Thank you for that.

BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:

Q And what -- ny one question is, is that the
penetration rate as reflected in Exhibit 6 -- I"'msorry --
in Exhibit 22, slide 6, in the note, that was a penetration
rate that appears in a TikTok internal document, correct?

A Yes. | read 70 percent.

Q Yeah. And that --

A | read those nunbers.
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Q Go ahead. Yeah.

My question is, is sinply: This is -- the slide
is in an internal conpany docunent from Ti kTok, correct?

A This -- yeah, this is froma Ti kTok docunent.

Q And -- and the penetration rate, as calculated in
this Ti kTok docunent, was cal cul ated by sonebody inside of
Ti kTok, correct?

A Somebody inside TikTok. | don't know who this
person is.

Q Okay. And this is a slide deck that's call ed:
"Break Through US Growth, TikTok U S. Ofsite July 2022."

Correct?

A Correct.

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:

Q And this docunment was -- and if you |l ook at the
met adata -- indeed found in your custodial file, correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So with this, 1've marked 29A, and we wi ||
now nove on.
Thank you. Okay. Let nme figure out where we're
at .
So if we pull Exhibit 22, slide 6, back up.
And again, just focusing on the note on the slide,

Ti kTok, according to that note, according to the data,
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reached 91 percent of penetration rate of 91 percent for
users L1 plus L2, correct?

A Yeah. |It's reflected in the docunent.

Q And just so that we're clear. L1 to L2 are users
ages 13 to 17, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | want to provide context that
this is based off a age classifier estimtion.
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:

Q But an age classifier estimation of users age 13
to 17, correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And a 91 percent penetration rate, even if
it's user classifiers, based on user classifications and
estimations, a 91 percent penetration rate of age 13 to 17,
that reflects near total market saturation anong adol escents
in that age category, correct?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form Lacks

f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: This is an estimation. | don't
know how accurate this really is.
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:

Q Assum ng it's accurate, a 91 percent penetration

rate anong users of age 13 to 17, even if it's an

estimation, if that's true, that's near total narket

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0O N O 00 M W N L O

Case 4:22-md-03047-YGR Document 2875-27 Filed 03/25/26 Page 35 of 41

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 152
saturati on anong that age group, correct?
A Assum ng -- based on your assunption, it's high
penetration.
Q Okay. And if it's a high penetration rate of
91 percent, then there aren't a ot nore kids in that --
teens in that age group for TikTok to grow with, correct?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | nean, our goal is to grow our
users. We don't really look at this particul ar
segnent .
MR. VEI NKOW TZ:  Ri ght.
THE W TNESS: But, in fact -- sorry.
MR. VEEI NKOW TZ: Go ahead. Yep.
THE WTNESS: 1In fact, our goal is to grow L5
user groups for what | see in this chart. US currently

has the | argest potential in L5 user group.
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:

Q And | argest potential in the older group is
because you have a penetration rate of 91 percent in the
younger group, right?

You have to get the older users to growif you
have 91 percent of the younger users, right?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form Foundation.
THE WTNESS: Sorry. | find this -- | didn't

see the | ogical connection between the two. W want to
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grow our users. All our five users have potential, and

we want to grow them That's our rationale.
BY MR VEI NKOW TZ:

Q Okay. Do you agree that aging up did not nean
elimnating or overlooking teen users aged 13 to 17, or what
was called L1 and L2?

MR. DRAKE: Object to form and foundati on.

THE W TNESS: So age up neans grow ng ol der
user. That's ny interpretation.

MR. VEINKOW TZ: Okay. So can we pull up tab

38?2

MS. ARMSTRONG Exhi bit 30.
(Ti kTok- Wang- 30 mar ked. )
MR. WEI NKOW TZ: Yeah. Take a second -- and

l'"d like to go off the record because | actually can't

find ny version of this docunent, and |I've got to | ook

for it.
So can we go off the record for a second, you
reviewit, I'll find ny docunent, and I'll conme back?
THE W TNESS: Pl ease, go ahead.
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now goi ng off the

record, and the time is 12:45.

(OFf the record from 12:45 to 12:46 p.m)
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W are now goi ng back on

the record, and the tine is 12:46 p. m
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know when you're ready.

Keep revi ew ng,

Page 154

and let ne

No rush.
THE WTNESS: | finished.
MR. WVEEI NKOW TZ: Okay. Thank you.

NKOW TZ:

Did | give

revi ew Exhi bit 307

BY MR VEI
Q
A
Q
Byt eDance
A
Q
it was in
A
Q
" Cont ent
A
Bat es 167,
audi ence.
A

Yes.

Okay.

you a fair

produced from your file.

Is there any reason to dispute that?

No.

Any reason

your file?
No.
All right.

Programm ng

Do you see
Yes.
All right.

the first

Do you see

Yes.

to think that

it was altered from how

and adequate opportunity to

This was a docunment that Ti kTok and

The title of this docunent is:

Strategy Ti kTok US.™"

t hat ?

And if you turn to page 2,

section on this page is about TikTok's

t hat ?

ending in

877-370-3377
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Q And it says: "What is our target audi ence?”
Correct?
Yes.

And it says: "We are aging up with a target of
users that are 18-plus.”
Do you see that?
Yes.
And do you see -- so strike that.
Those 18-plus, those users are |abeled L3 and L4
internally, correct?
A Based on this docunent, yes.
Q And the next sentence says -- and underline this
in red, Evan, do you have it?
A Oh, sorry, | don't --
MR. DRAKE: We don't see it on the screen.
TRIAL TECHNI Cl AN: MWy fault. Apol ogi es.
BY MR WVAEI NKOW TZ:
Q And do you -- all right. Let's -- let's -- let ne
just go back.
Do you see that this section is titled: "TikTok's
Audi ence, " right?
MR. DRAKE: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | see the wording, yes.
BY MR, WEI NKOW TZ:

Q Okay. And it says: "W are aging up with a
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correct?
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A

wor k. [

past .

Q
A

Q

correct?

A
Q

Page 156
target of users that are 18-plus,” right?
You read it correctly.
And then it says -- and underline this in red.

"This does not nean elimnating or overl ooking

users fromL1l and L2."

Correct?
Yes.

And L1 and L2 are users ages from 13 to 17,

Correct.
Al right. [1'mdone with that docunent.

I want to talk a little bit with you about

Ti kTok"s new user activation process after signup.

Okay?

Ckay. | want to clarify. This is not part of ny
didn't specifically working on this part.

| haven't specifically worked on this part in the

Understood. Do you have a Ti kTok account ?

| do.

So at some point in time you signed up for TikTok,

Correct.

And you woul d have gone through registration and

activation process, right?

877-370-3377
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Q Okay. Well, motion to strike everything after
"I'"ve read through it."
Have | given you a fair and adequate opportunity
to review slides 28 and 29?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Do you see on the slide 28, it is |abeled:
"Definitions of Different Monment."
Do you see that?
A | see that.
Q And if you ook -- the first nonent is the setup
nmonment .

The next noment |isted is the aha nonent.
And then if you | ook at slide 29, there's a habit
nonment .
Do you see that?
Yes.
Ckay. Now, can we pull up slide 31, please?
No, no, no. |'msorry, tab 31. That was ny bad.
M5. ARMSTRONG  Exhibit 31
(Ti kKTok-Wang- 31 mar ked.)
BY MR VAEI NKOW TZ:
Q M. Wang, do you see that according
Merriam Webster's Dictionary, under 2B, a synonym for habit
is addiction?

A | see.
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Jennifer A Dunn, Certified Realtine
Reporter, Registered Merit Reporter, California Certified
Short hand Reporter #14461, do hereby certify that prior to
t he commencenent of the exam nation, ADAM WANG, was duly
remotely sworn by ne to testify to the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that the foregoing is a
verbatimtranscript of the testinony as taken
st enographically by ne at the tinme, place and on the date
her ei nbefore set forth, to the best of ny ability via Renote
Zoom t el econference technol ogy.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am neither a
relati ve nor enployee nor attorney nor counsel of any of the
parties to this action, and that I amneither a relative nor
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and that | am not

financially interested in the action.

Certified Realtime Reporter
Regi stered Merit Reporter
CA Certified Shorthand Reporter #14461

Dated: May 23, 2025

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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