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VIA ELECTRO IC MAIL 

Mark uckel'berg 
Chief :.x cut' ve Officer 
Facebook • nc. 

Re: 

Dear Mr .. Zuckerbe.rg: 

U ll ited tat of Atne-l'ica 
FEDERAL TRADE OMMISSIO 

W SlllNG O , D 20580 

August 5 202 l 

on en Decree 

I write conc,erning Face book' recent insinuation that it • ctions .against an academic r~ ear-ch 
project conducted by •s Ad Observatory wer,e n::,quired by the comp:an ' con ent decree 

ith the Federal Trade Commission .. A the mnpan_ has sinc,c a knowlodgcd, this i inaccurnt •. 
The FTC i ommittod to protee- ing the priva y of people, and efforts to shield targeted 
advertising practices fmm s ru.tiny nm ou nt r to that mission. 

vVhi l I. apprectarte· that ac book has now oorrect d th r cord, I am disappointed by how your 
oompany has onduct d. itsdf in this malt r. Only .last w - k. ace book's n rn.l ouns l, 
J m1tfer ewstead committ,ed the company to «tim ly tran parent communicafon to• BCP staff 
about si.gnificant d v lopm nts.'' t the TC received no notic thart Face boo would b 
publicly invok"· g our co ent decree tojus ify t rninating academ'c re earch ea l'er thi v11eek. 

Had you honored your comm.itm nt to contac u in advanc,c, we w uld hav,e po"nted out that the 
c use · t decree doe not bar Fa-ceboo from creating _ ceptio fo good-faith r _ ea _hind e 
public interest Indeed, the FT supports efforts to sbed light on opaque bu ines practices 
espe.cially around urv illance-ba ed adveni ing. While it i not our role to resolve indiv'dual 
dispute between Facebook and third partie , e hope that the compan i not invoking prjvacy ­
much less the FT ,consent order - as a pretex to advance other aim . 

Since:rel_. 

Isl Samuel Levine 

Acting Dir tor 
Bureau of on umcr Prot, tion 
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